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VOLUME TWENTY-SEVEN. §§§§ ACCEPT TBETBlfTH WHEREVER FOUND. DARE TO MAINTAIN THE TRUTH. §§§§ 1.00 PER YEAR IN ADVANCE.
j  W. ROYER, M. D.,
Practising Physician,
TRAPPE, Pa. Office a t his residence, nearly 
opposite Masonic HalL
i |  Y.WEBEK, M.Dm
Practising Physician,
EVANSBURG, Fa. Office H ours: Until 9 
a. m.; 7 to 9 p. m.
A. KRUSEN, M. D.,
Homeopathic Physician,
COLLEGE VJiLUE, Pa. Office Hours : Until 1 
a. m.; 6 to 8 p, m.
s . B. HORNING, M. D.,
Practising Physician,
EVANSBURG, Pa. Telephone in office.
Office Hours until 9 a. m.
D R. B. F. PLACE,
Dentist,
OOR. MAIN AND P kKALB STREETS 
NORRISTOWN, PA.
Rooms 308 and 306. - Entrance, Main Street.
Keystone Telephone, No. 76. Take Elevator.
^ jh e a p and Reliable Dentistry.
Dr, N, $, Borm an,
809 SWEDE ST., NORRISTOWN, PA.
In  active practice 20 years. The only place 
where Pure Laughing Gas is made a specialty 
for the P a in l e s s  extraction of teeth * 88,000 gal­
lons administered the past 6 years. Beautiful 
Artificial Teeth inserted. Charges Reasonable. 
English or German Language spoken.
DR. S. D. CORNISH,
DENTIST,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
First-class Workmanship Guaranteed ; Gas 
administered. Prices Reasonable.
DR. FRANK BRANDRETH, 
(Successor to Dr. Ohas, Ryckman.)
DENTIST,,
ROYERSFORD, PA. Practleal Dentistry a t 
honest prices. .
P  G. HOBSON,
Attorney-at- Law,
NORRISTOWN awd COLLEGEVILLE.
All legal business attended to promptly. First- 
olass Stock Fire Insurance Companies repre­
sented. A t home, Collegeville, every evening.
pDWARD E. LONG,
A ttorney-at-Law ,
and N otary  P ublic . Settlement of Estates a  
Specialty. Practices in Bankruptcy Courts. 
Of f ic e  : Corner Swede and Airy Streets, 
"opp. Court House. R e sid e n c e  : North Corner 
Marshall & Stanbridge Streets, NORRIS­
TOWN. PA.
G EO. W. ZIMMERMAN,
A ttorney-at-Law ,
825 SWEDE STREET, rooms 6 and 7, Fornance 
Building, NORRISTOWN, PA.
At Residence, Collegeville, every evening. 
JUTAYNE R. LONGSTRETH,
A ttorney-at-Law ,
And Notary Public. ::: No. 712 Crozer Build­
ing, 1420 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa.
Long Distance Telephone. House No. 6928. 
Also member of the Montgomery County Bar.
GEORGE N. CORSON,G
A ttorney-at-Law ,
NO. 48 EAST AIRY STREET, CORNER OF 
DbKALB, in front of Veranda House and City 
Hall, NORRISTOWN, PA.
Can be consulted in German and English.
JOHN T. WAGNER,
A ttorney-at-Law ,
Second Floor Shoemaker Building, Cor. Swede 
and Airy Sts., Norristown, Pa.
All legal business attended to with prompt­
ness ana accar&cy. Consultations in English or 
Herman.
Can be seen evenings a t Ironbridge. 6jan. 
J  JR. ZIMMERMAN,
Justice of the Peace,
OOLLEG EVILLE, PA. Legal Papers, Bonds, 
Deeds, &c., executed and acknowledgements 
taken. Conveyancing and Real Estate busi­





Contracts for all kinds of buildings executed. 
Estimates cheerfully furnished. 9jan.
H ARYEY L. SHOMO,
A ttorney-at-Law ,
321 SWEDE STREET, NOR RISTOWN. 
A t Residence, Royersford, after 6 p. m.
Prompt attention given to all legal business. 




609 SWEDE STREET, NORRISTOWN, PA. 
Keystone ’Phone No. 280.
English and German. 6-9.
s . P. SPARE,
Contractor and Builder,
IRONBRIDGE, PA.
Contracts taken for the construction of all 
kinds of buildings. Estimates cheerfully furn­
ished. 6aply.
H. HAMER, M. D.,
Homeopathic Physician,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA. Office Hours : Until 
10 a. m.t from 0 to 9 p. m. Special attention 
given to ear, nose ana chroat diseases. 23au.
w .
Z. ANDERS, M. D.,
Practising Physician,
TRAPPE, PA.
Office Hours: 7 to 9 a. m., and 6 to 8 p.m. 




And dealer in Slate, Slate Flagging, Grey 
Stone, etc. Estimates furnished. Work con­




Prompt and accurate in building construction. 
Estimates cheerfully furnished. 6-23
IT. S.G, FINKBINER,ROYERSFORD, PA.
(Formerly Cashier of the National Bank of 
Royersford, successor to David Springer.)
REAL ESTATE AND INSURAN CE: Mu­
tual and Stock Companies represented. Matur­
ity of all policies written by Mr. Springer will 
be carefully watched and cheerfully renewed at 
established board rates. Special attention to 
Life and Accident Insurance. Investments and 
Loans. Notary Public. - 10-3.
PAINLESS EXTRACTING,25 CENT'S.
Oar Latest Improved Method.
Best Teeth, $5.00 
Gold Crowns, 5 .00






28 W. Main Street, Norristown, Pa.
HW  Open Evenings and Sundays.
JOHN 8. HUNSICKER,
Justice of the P eace,
ftAHN STATION, PA. Conveyancer and 
Gteneral Business Agent. Clerking of sales a t­
tended o. Charges reasonable..
g  W. WEIKEL,
Justice of the Peace,
TRAPPE, PA.
Conveyancer and General Business Agent. 
Legal Papers, Deeds, etc., carefully drawn. 




Second door above 
railroad.
Finest grades of 
cigars ana tobacco 
alw ays on hand.
JOHN H. CASSELBERRY,
Surveyor & Conveyancer.
All kinds of legal papers drawn. The clerk- 
tog of sales a  specialty. Charges reasonable. 
*• O. Address ; Lower Providence, Pa. Resi­
dence : Evansburg, Pa. 18oc.
J )  F. BALDWIN,
Real Estate Broker,
AND CONVEYANCER.
Public Sales on Commission. LOANS, Fire 
&nd Life Insurance, rent and incomes collected, 
estates managed and general business agent. 
Property of every description FOR SALE and 
for rent. Bell Telephone, No. 7X. Address, 
Collegeville, Montgomery Co., Pa. ISijy.
Ed w a r d  d a y id ,Fainter and
Paper-H anger,
COLLEGEVILLE, FA. 49"Samples of paper 
always on band.
H o w  th e  C h in e s e  P r e s e r v e  G r a p e s .
They cut a circular piece out of a 
ripe pumpkin or gourd, making an 
aperture large enough to adm it the 
hand. The interior is cleaned out, the 
grapes placed inside and the  cover re­
placed and pressed in firmly. The 
pumpkins are then pu t in a cool place, 
and the  grapes retain their freshness 
for a  long time. Careful selection of 
the pumpkin Is requisite, th e  common 
field pumpkin, however, being well 
adapted for the purpose.
i „__ c
Aft A?A AftlAft AfAiArA /» A ft /»IAft /» A ft AftiAft AftiAft /» A ft /» lA ft /» ft /fAAft Aftl/ft f?
Get the Most 
Out of Your Food
You don’t and can’t  if your stomach 
is weak. A weak stomach does not di­
gest all that is ordinarily taken into it. 
I t  gets tired easily, and what it fails to 
digest is wasted.
Among the signs of a weak stomach 
are uneasiness after eating, fits of ner­
vous headache, and disagreeable belch­
ing.
“ I  have taken Hood’s Sarsaparilla a t 
different times for stomach troubles, and a 
run down condition of the system, and have 
been greatly benefited by its use. I would 
not be without it in my family. I am trou­
bled especially in summer with weak stom­
ach and nausea and find Hood’s Sarsaparilla 
invaluable.” E. B. Hickman, W.Chester, Pa.
Hood’s Sarsaparilla
and Pills
Strengthen and tone the stomach and 
the whole digestive system.
C h i n e s e  M u s ic a l S u p e r s titio n s .
The Chinese have extraordinary su­
perstitions relating to music. Accord­
ing to them, the creator of the uni­
verse hid eight sounds in the earth  for 
the express purpose of impelling mor­
tal man to find them out. On the same 
principle we presume th a t Jupiter in 
Virgil hides fire in flint and honey in 
trees in order to w het the ardor of 
man’s industry in rediscovering the 
treasures. In stone, In metal, in silk,
• in wood, In bamboo, in pumpkins, in 
the skins of animals and in certain 
earths these sounds, according to the 
Chinese, are hidden.
The musical Instruments of their or­
chestra are all made of one or other of 
these substances, and the naive credu- i 
lity of the people hears in the thuds of 
the gongs and the whistling of the 
pipes the tones of the eternal sounds 
of nature and the universe as deposit­
ed in the s tra ta  of the earth  by the Al­
mighty Father.—Chambers’ Journal.
HEADQUARTERS FOR HOLIDAY GOODS.
GUS EGOIjF’S
-¿3 FURNITURE STORE
Largest Stock In Montgomery County to select from. Come see, and you will be 
convinced, and will also find that prices are low for the quality of Goods.













L. A DIES’ TOILET TABLES. 
40 Different Patterns




5 0  Different Patterns
PARLOR SUITS. 
7 5  Different Styles
SIDEBOARDS. 
5 0  Different Patterns
EXTENSION TABLES and 
DIKING-ROOM CHAIRS to 
match.
50  Different Styles
HAT RACKS. 
30  Different Patterns
CHINA CLOSETS. 
30  Different Styles
CHIFFONIERS.
Large Assortment o f Wardrobes, OfHce Desks and Ckairs, 
Large Selection o f Ladies’ Desks, Chairs and Odd Fancy 
Parlor Chairs.
Really, here In this Immense stock is to be found everything in furniture 
needed in the household. Largest and finest stock of
CHILDREN’S TOYS
Consisting o f ■>oil Carts, Rockers, Morris Chairs, Tables, 
Desks, all in great variety.
ALL GOODS GUARANTEED AS REPRESENTED.
Storage for Household Goods. Each party's goods locked in a 
separate room.
G r T T S  E G O L F ,




We bring Philadelphia and its best Clothing Store to you r very door
This is How:
You pay excursion railroad or trolley fare. Come to our 
store; buy your Clothes, your boy’s, your girl’s, your wife’s. 
Same price to everybody. Show your railroad ticket for 
fare paid. We pay you exactly its cost if you buy a certain 
amount. How much? Can’t tell—depends upon your carfare.
Wanamaker & Brown
Outfitters to
Men, Women, Boys and Girls
Oak Hally
Sixth and Market Sts., 
Philadelphia






ED M O T T
J  tVt UvvtVtVvUwtwvvvvtwvvv t.
I f  you are ever a t this tim e of year 
up on the Old Passadanky sit down a t 
the Buckhorn tavern, select any one 
of the grizzled woodsmen you will find 
already sitting there, exchange a  dime 
a t  not too infrequent intervals for a 
certain tipple th a t is popular w ith the 
natives and Is called rum and tansy, 
and refer inquiringly to  Old Beelzebub, 
the remarkable bear of Spook Run 
gully and the amazing Christmas pres­
en t he made to- one Paley Simco.
As the story goes, the oldest settle­
ment In all th a t part of the original 
wlldwood was a t  Passadanky. The 
deep gully and the creek th a t roared 
through it were there when the first 
settlers came. Neither had any name, 
and It was not until folks began to see 
ghosts along the creek and in the gully 
th a t appropriate nomenclature for 
them was suggested. Silas Grubb, so
Giant« Nearly Twenty Feet Tall.
The giant Ferragus, who was slain 
by Orlando, the nephew of Charle­
magne, was eighteen feet high. He al­
ways accompanied the arm y on foot, 
there being no horse ta ll and strong 
enough to  carry him. P laterus In his 
published writings tells of a giant 
whom he examined a t  Lucerne whose 
body measured 19 feet 4 inches and 3 
lines. __  . _ ___ . .. —
HE MADE THE WILD PLUNGE.
they will tell you, shot a  deer one day. 
I t  fell, and he stepped up to it to cut 
Its throat. As he w as standing astride 
the deer he supposed was dead it rose 
suddenly and w ent bounding down the 
creek, with Silas on its back, clasping 
its neck and vociferating loudly tha t 
help would be welcome. Job Fenk, 
who was hunting along the creek, saw 
the deer in Its wild flight and emptied 
the contents of his rifle into It. He 
not only killed the deer, but bored 
Silas Grubb with his rifle ball as well.
Not long afte r th a t a specter deer, 
bestrode by a  specter rider, appeared 
a t  intervals In the woods, dashing 
wildly down the creek until it reached 
the spot where Fenk’s rifle had done 
Its fata l work, and there always van­
ished. Then folks took to calling the 
creek Spook ifim and the gully Spook 
Run gully, and by and by a  lumber 
company pu t a  big dam across the 
creek and a  log shoot three miles long 
through the deep, dark, crooked, 
ghostly gully, down which the logs 
were sent from the woods to  the mill 
dam as sw ift as the wind, and down 
this shoot came dashing, astride a  log, 
daredevil Bill Topson, having drunk 
more than generously of log driver 
rum and wagered th a t he would make 
the fearful ride. He made it, Includ­
ing the wild plunge from the mouth 
of the gully to the pond, fifty feet be­
low. When he was taken from the 
pond, afte r his aw ful ride and plunge, 
his hair, which had been black when 
he started, w as as white as snow.
“And it’d ’a’ been queer If it hadn’t
turned white,” any of the Passadanky 
narrato rs will tell you. “H e rid th a t 
log them three miles in less than four 
minutes.”
B ut the reason this feat of Bill Top- 
son’s has particular place of honor In 
the chronicles of Old Passadanky Is 
because It w as the culmination of the 
career of Old Beelzebub as a  wonder 
working bear. When th a t bear was 
less than a  year old, Jephtha Wiggins, 
the pelt’ gatherer, killed its father and 
mother and chased the orphan cub for 
days, w ith the hope of adding Its pelt 
to the other two, but failed In his pur­
pose. A fter awhile th a t orphaned bear 
returned to the vicinity of Its old home, 
and, as everybody will tell you up 
there, It came back with a  grudge 
against Jephtha Wiggins.
“T hat b’a r  came back,” they will say, 
“and if he hadn’t  ’a ’ come, there’d a 
been more sheep and pigs along the 
Old Passadanky than there was for 
the next three or four years. And he 
was so overpowerin’ full of Satan th a t 
folks give him the name of Old Beelze­
bub. And Jepthy Wiggins had good 
reason to  be sorry he ever pelted tha t 
bear’s father and mother, for w hat 
happened to him when he begun to get 
the orders for black sheep pelts?—or­
ders th a t came in thick and fast, al­
though nobody never knowed w hat in 
the world made setch a  call for black 
sheep pelts. W hat happened then? 
Why, black sheep peltg got scarce. I 
should say they did! And w hat made 
’em git scarce? T hat b’ar with a 
grudge ag’in Jepthy Wiggins! That 
vengeful b’a r  jest lugged off all the 
black sheep there was in the district. 
Not a  smell of a  white sheep did he 
tetch.
“B ut th a t makin’ of a black sheep­
skin famine in the°district wasn’t  a  cir­
cumstance to w hat tha t schemin’ b’ar 
done in layin’ out his plan of vengeance 
ag’in, although it was included in it. 
He wouldn’t  ’a ’ gone as fur as he did, 
though, if he hadn’t happened to see 
Bill Topson shoot through Spook Run 
gully on the log tha t day. He see Bill 
shoot the gully and come plungin’ out 
of tha t hole in the rocks down into the 
pond, and he didn’t fergit it. He re­
membered it, an<L it give him the 
chance to give Jepthy Wiggins what 
he thought would be the w orst wipe 
yit.”
I t  seems th a t Jephtha Wiggins was 
the greatest pelt gatherer In the Old 
Passadanky country, and he had a 
daughter named Prudence. Paley 
Simco, a  likely young woodsman, was 
in love with Prudence, and the feeling 
was reciprocal.
“■Now,” as the Passadanky narrator 
will tell you, “mebbe you mowt won­
der w hat under the canopy Old Beelze­
bub had to do with that. Nothin’, meb­
be. ’Tain’t  likely that he cared a snap 
whether Paley Simco loved Prudence 
Wiggins. But Jepthy Wiggins cared. 
He had other Ideas for his daughter, 
and well tha t amazin’ bear knowed it. 
Jepthy wanted the Squire Bimbler pos­
sessions in his family, and he could git 
’em by marryin’ Prudence to the 
squire’s son Jorum. Jorum didn’t 
w ant to git married, and Prudence 
didn’t w ant to marry Jorum, but Jo­
rum and Prudence didn’t  have any 
say in it. The squire and Jepthy fixed 
It to suit themselves. The weddin’ 
night come, but no Jorum. Along In 
the forenoon of the next day in come 
Jorum to Wiggins’.
“ ‘Old Beelzebub kidnaped me as I 
was on my way over here through the 
woods ylsterdayi’ said Jorum. ‘He run 
me straight and fast to Gormley’s b’ar 
pen, way back a t the head of the big 
swamp, and kep’ me there all night.’ ”
Jephtha Wiggins swore th a t he would 
hunt down tha t vengeful and vindic­
tive bear and strip off his pelt if it took 
him all the rest of his days.
“I t  was s ittin ’ along to’rds Christ-
mas time when Paley plucked up cour­
age to ask Jepthy ag’in for Prudence. 
Jepthy turned on him, %rinnln’ the ag- 
gravatinest kind, and blurted out:
“ ‘Yes, you kin have her—th a t is, if 
yon fetch me two black sheepskins for 
a  Christmas present! I f  you don’t, you 
can’t  never have her!’
“Now, of course, th a t was ju s t as 
good as tellin’ Paley th a t there wasn’t 
any use. He never knowed to  his 
dyln’ day w hat It could ’a’ been that 
sent him roamin’ and roamin’ th a t day, 
but he went a-roamln’, and the first 
thing he knowed he found himself on 
the edge of a  scrubby lookin’ clearin' 
in the Sour Medder district, and he 
seen a man clubbtn’ w hat he s’posed 
w a s ' a  tam e b’ar. T hat riled him 
more’n ever, and he shouted to the 
man:
“ ‘W hat are you poundin’ th a t poor 
b’a r  for?’
“ ‘I t’s my b’ar,’ the man shouted 
back, ‘and if you don’t  like w hat I ’m 
doin’ come here and I’ll pound yon 
awhile and give the b’a r  a  rest!’
“And w hat did Paley do but go over 
there, and I  s’pose tha t when he got 
through w ith th a t citizen of the Sour 
Medder district the citizen was a  leetle 
the w orst whipped m an ever seen In 
them parts.
“ ‘There!’ said Paley. ‘When you 
run ag’ln me, you haven’t  got no b’ar 
to fool with!’
“And then Paley see th a t it was Bart 
Sproat he had been lickin’ and th a t the 
b ’a r  was Old Beelzebub. Paley hadn’t 
gone more than  a  hundred yards on 
his way when, lookin’ over Into B art’s 
field, he see two of the biggest and 
blackest sheep th a t ever cropped sor­
rel!
“ ‘The only tw o black sheep In the 
hull blame country!’ Paley groaned, 
‘and here I ’ve gone and ’most hammer­
ed the life out of the man th a t owns 
'em! Tossed Prudence away jest to 
take the p art of a  rambunctious old 
sheep stealin’ b’ar!’
“Paley actually batted himself ag’in 
his head w ith his fist and lifted up his 
voice and wept. A fter awhile he cooled 
down a  leetle and got an idee.
“ ‘I ’ll go back and apologize to Bart,’ 
said he, ‘and offer him twenty dollars 
for them sheep! T hat’s as much as his 
hull clearin’ would fetch!’
“So Paley w ent back. THe b’a r  laid 
on the ground lickin’ himself, and Bart
E
“HEBE HE COMES AG’IN 1”
was settin’ on a  rock by the door. His 
head was swelled, and one eye was 
shet, and his wife was doin’ of him up 
in rags.
“ ‘Plzen henbane!’ he yelled as good 
as he could. ‘Here he comes ag’in! 
Git the gun, Sairy, and load him full 
of lead!’
“  ‘Hold on, Bart!’ Paley shouted. 
‘I’ve come back to apologize and offer 
you twenty dollars for them two black 
sheep,’ and Paley was soft enough to 
tell B art w hat he wanted ’em for.
« “ ‘Say,’ yelled Bart, ‘when you see a 
white b’a r  cornin’ to’rds you carrytn’ 
them sheep pelts, and it makes you a 
Christmas present o f ’em, you kin have 
’em, and not before! I ’ll take ’em down 
and sell ’em to Jepthy Wiggins! Sairy, 
git the gun!’
“Sairy, she started as if she was 
goin’ to git the gun, and Paley didn’t 
w ait to argue w ith B art any longer. 
He give one aw ful glare a t  Old Beelze- 
mb, who laid there w ith one eye peeled 
up a t him, and wished th a t he had a 
gun himself to load the pesky b ’ar with 
lead. But it was a  mighty good th ln | 
for Paley th a t he didn’t  have none.”
I t  seems th a t Paley resumed his 
roaming, and B art Sproat and his boys 
killed the two hlack sheep, took theii 
skins off and hung them in the shed.
“ ‘I ’ll take ’em down to Jepthy Wig­
gins tomorrow,’ said Bart, ‘g i t  a  good, 
Stiff price for ’em and cook th a t con- 
sarned Paley’s goose a t the same 
time!’ ”
B art w ent out to get the pelts next 
morning. They were gone! So was 
Old Beelzebub. The amazing bear had 
stolen the sheep pelts and had made 
tracks for the woods. B art and his 
boys started to find the trail.
The Passadanky story Is th a t Paley 
Simco found himself a t Spook Run 
mill pond th a t morning and was think­
ing th a t the best thing he could do 
would be to throw  himself into it when 
he heard a great noise up in the gully.
“He looked up,” the Passadanky nar­
rator will tell you, “and there he see a 
sight th a t made him turn  coldi Some­
thin’ was whlzzin’ down the log shoot 
and so fast Paley couldn’t  make out 
w hat It was till i t  ^hot from the month 
of the shoot and came climbin’ up the 
bank, right where Paley stood. Then 
the somethin’ give Itself a  shake. Two 
big, hlack sheepskins tumbled off of it, 
and there was Old Beelzebub, but he 
was white all over! H e jest give one 
look a t Paley and tore away into the 
woods and was never seen no more. 
As Paley turned to look afte r him, 
there he see B art Sproat standln’, and 
B art was most as white as the b’ar, for 
he had seen the hull thing and knowe.d 
w hat it meant!
“That ride down the log shoot had 
scared Old Beelzebub’s hair white. 
W hat did he do it for, then? So as a 
white b’ar could carry them sheep pelts 
to  Pftley and make him a  Christmas 
present of ’em! By doin’ tha t Old Beel­
zebub got even with B art Sproat, and 
by Paley Simco havin’ the pelts to 
make Jepthy Wiggins a Christmas 
present of ’em, and so forcin’ Jepthy to 
give Paley his daughter Prudence, Old 
Beelzebub shoved his grudge deep Into 
Jepthy, and he went off a-feelin’ good.,
"Well, all there was to  It afte r that 
was th a t Paley got down to Wiggins’ 
Christmas eve and knocked Jepthy 
speechless by handin’ over the Christ­
mas p resen t And Jepthy had to hand 
Prudence over to Paley, and they was 
married th a t very next Christmas day. 
The way it turned o u t though, Jepthy 
was neve» sorry th a t Old Beelzebub 
had brought things to setch a  pass, and 
If the vengeful b’a r  had ever knowed 
th a t  It’s more than likely th a t he’d 
’a’ come back and tried his plans ag’ln 
Jepthy some more.”—New York Mail 
and Express.
C H R IS T M A S  H U M O R .
A Bunch of Short, Crisp Ynletide 
Mirth hy the Funny Fellows.
Mrs. Cobwigger—Oh, my I I feel 
more dead than alive. There is alto­
gether too much asked of me. I was 
never used to housework, and It’s kill­
ing me Inch by Inch. The first thing 
you know I ’ll be down with nervous 
prostration.
Cobwigger—Shall I  call In the doc­
tor, my dear?
Mrs. Cobwigger—W hat use would 
th a t be? He would only advise what 
I ’ve been telling yon I  needed all along 
—complete rest.
Cobwigger—By the way, did you sew 
on th a t button?
Mrs. Cobwigger—Oh, Henry, how 
can you be so brutal! Any one but 
you could see th a t I am completely 
used up.
Cobwigger—So you’re too tired to 
take a  couple of stitches?
Mrs. Cobwigger—Yes; I  can hardly 
raise my head.
Cobwigger—If it’s really as bad as 
that, my dear, something has got to 
be done for you a t once. Take this 
tw enty dollars and go out and do some 
Christmas shopping.—New York World.
R R R
The best way to  tell whether a  pres­
ent is a  cheap one Is to observe whether 
the price has been rubbed off.
R R R
The P arty—Quite a rush of the m atri­
monially Inclined, Isn’t  there?
Preacher—Always a t  th is tim e of 
year. I t’s cheaper to  m arry than buy 
Christm as presents, you know.—New 
York JournaL
R R R
Bessie—Do you really believe there Is 
any Santa Claus, Tommy?
Tommy—Course not, bu t don’t  tell 
ma I  said so, or she’ll think I ’m getting 
too old to  have candy and toys and 
things.
R R R
Ju s t because your wife tells yon to 
buy her something useful, don’t  think 
she will be satisfied If you send her 
home a  barrel of flour.
R R R
F irs t Chick—How did, Mr. Turkey 
make out In the race, yesterday ?
Second Chick—Oh, he completely losl 
his head.
R R R
“Mrs. Small never minces m atters,” 
said the sta r boarder to  the new acqui­
sition.
“Not even when she is preparing the 
pies for the Christmas dinner?” asked 
the latter.
R R R
Asklns—W hat makes you look sc 
cheerful, Banks?
Lanks (who boards)—Why, three ol 
my fellow boarders were taken sudden­
ly ill while eating their Christmas din­
ners—one with a  stroke of paralysis, 
another w ith heart disease and the 
third with a fit.
“Great Scott! W hat cause for re­
joicing is there in that?”
“Why, don’t  yon see? I a te  theii 
shares of the dinner, along with my 






I t  is a  generally accepted belief thal 
on the date th a t we call Christmas day 
Christ w as born. This is questioned 
by some chroniclers, but the doubt doe« 
little harm, says the Brooklyn Eagle 
Every one is satisfied to  take this date 
as the nativity of Christ, and it mat­
ters little whether it is historically cor­
rect or not; one day in the year, it is 
believed by all good Christians, should 
be set aside for the celebration of the 
birth  of Jesus of Nazareth, and the 
25th of December is as good a  day as 
any on the calendar.
I t  Is necessary to  go back to  the 
Roman era to find the first recorded 
reference to a  festival on the date 
known to us as Christmas day, so that 
i t  need not be cause for surprise il 
through all the past ages the record of 
the exact day on which Christ was 
born should have become lost. History 
tells us th a t the first feast to be cele­
brated on the 25th of December was 
established by Commodus, emperor of 
Rome, who flourished about 185 years 
afte r the birth  of Christ.
A fter th a t there are many references 
to  the meetings of the new sect called 
the Christians, who gathered on this 
day to celebrate the birth  of the God 
Man. I t  is not until a  century after 
the tim e of Commodus th a t we find a 
particular reference to  the persecution 
th a t the Christians underwent a t  the 
hands of the pagan emperors having 
culminated In a  grand Christmas day 
massacre.
Diocletian was the Roman who de­
cided to celebrate the date by killing 
off a  few  Christians. H e did so with 
a  vengeance. The most horrible deed 
perpetrated during the festival was on 
Christmas day, when the assembled 
Christians, gathered in their place of 
meeting, were set upon and slaughter­
ed, while the Romans looked on in 
great glee a t  the sight of antipagan 
people being put to  death for their re­
ligion’s sake.
W hen Rome was no longer a  pagan 
state, the feast began to be celebrated 
In the Christian style, although some 
of the songs th a t were sung and some 
of the rites of the festival would great­
ly shock the strictly orthodox church­
goer of the present day. A t th a t time 
there were no excursion trains to  carry 
those who wished to take part in a 
public celebration from point to point, 
and the electric, telegraph, had not been
thought or. Consequently those who 
celebrated the birth of Christ In early 
days did so In widely separated coun­
tries, sometimes a t  widely separated 
periods of time and according to no 
set programme. I t  was every com­
munity for Itself, and no one to  criti­
cise the others for not being careful 
about the date.
As a m atter of fact, the ancient cele­
bration of Christ’s nativity was left 
entirely to  the discretlomof the differ­
ent bodies, and as every community 
had divergent interests the time was 
arranged to  suit the exigencies of the 
case. I f  Christmas day happened to 
come upon a  tim e when there was too 
much work to  be done to  permit of a 
holiday, then it would be postponed 
until a more suitable season. Owing 
to th is indifference to precedents the 
exact date when the birth of Christ 
ought to be kept was hopelessly lost.
On only one thing were all the an­
cients agreed—namely, th a t the festival 
in commemoration of the birth of 
Christ ought to be the most magnifi­
cent of the year. In  some cases It was 
kept up for days and the meaning of 
the festival w as forgotten long before 
the revelers returned to  their homes 
again.
I t Is interesting to observe th a t the 
custom of giving presents a t Christ­
mas time, which has survived to this 
day, w as begun in the first days of the 
Christmas feast. So was the custom 
th a t is known as carol singing. The 
songs of today are based on the event 
th a t makes Christmas day a  time of 
rejoicing, but a t th a t tim e they were 
not overparticular as to the subject 
chosen by the singers. In  fact it would 
be difficult to  find in some of them an 
excuse for the singing of such ditties a t 
a religious festival.
I t  is a  striking feature of this Christ­
mas celebration th a t from its earliest 
recorded history there Is no sentiment 
in connection with it but those of kind­
liness and good feeling. However 
much the old style of celebrating 
Christmas might be objectionable, to 
the twentieth century critic of orthodox 
tendencies who frowns a t  the frivolity 
of some of the customs, it was always 
a tim e for the better side of human 
nature to be exhibited and for people 
to take gifts to each other In a spirit of 
peace and good will. This kindly spirit 
has been maintained until all over the 
world today It is seen In the merry­
making, the happiness conveyed by the 
glorious institution of Santa Claus, the 
steaming hot dinners presented to the 
poor, the frolic and the funmaking in 
almost every home, and the gathering 
together for the yearly reunion of those 
whom circumstances separate for the 
greater p art of the year. May the sea­
son never cease to be famous for Its 
power to bring out the better attributes 
of men and women, as it did of old!
Origin of Mince Pie.
English plum pudding and mince pies 
both owe their origin, or are supposed 
to, to an occurrence attendant upon the 
birth  of Christ. The highly seasoned 
Ingredients refer to the offering of 
spices, frankincense and m yrrh by the 
wise men of the east to  the Christ 
Child.—New York World.
H IS  F IR S T  C H R IS T M A S  T R E E
I dess 'ey’s not a boy in town 
’At’s luckier 'an me,
Tause mamma she jus* let me have 
My firstsus Trismus tree,
An' I don’t want no dinner ner 
No supper, too, atause 
I Jus* et up a rooster, an'
I  et my bearses paws I 
I hate to eat nice roosters, but 
'Ey’g candy, don’t  you see?





I foun’ six candy chickens, an’
Bimeby I foun’ a hen.
'At hen had candy feathers on!
It tasted good, an’ nen 
Them chickens had no mother, an*
I thought what will they do?
I thought an’ thought an’ thought, an* nen 
I et them chickens too!
An* nen I played my drum, an* pa 
Says, “Stop ’at row!” says he.





An* nen I looked aroun’ an* looked,
An’ nen I says, "What ails 
'At funny lookin' ellyphant,
Tause he has got two tails?”
One on each end he had, an’ nen 
I et the bigges’ one.
I dess 'a t ellyphant was glad,
Atause when I was done 
He looked like he was say in’, "Please 
Eat up a rest of me!”





I thought I’d eat some candles, too*
But ’ey didn’t  taste jus* right;
I dess ’ey on'y taste good when 
It’s dark an’ late at night!
An’ nen a rabbit’s ear I tried,
An* nen I says: "See here!
You bes* jus* eat 'a t rabbit, too,
Atause it wants its ear!”
Now, rabbitses ’ey want ’eir ears,
'At’s very plain to see,





So I don’t  want no dinner ner 
No supper, an’ I dess 
I won't want any breakfuss, tause 
I got to take a res’!
'Ey’s taggers, an’ 'ey’s lionses,
An’ nen ’ey’s poptorn, too, - 
An’ gingerbread! I don’t  know when 
I ever will get frew!
I dess ’ey’s not a boy in town 
’At’s luckier 'an me,







W alkin’ beneath the mistletoe may 
be a  mistake on the part uv a  young 
lady, but I  can assure her it is likely 
tew  be a very pleasant one.
R O A S T  T U R K E Y .
How to Select and Prepare the Bird 
For the Table.
Select a  nice young turkey of ten 
pounds in weight, singe, draw  and 
wash it quickly in cold water, then 
wipe It dry with a towel. Season the 
bird Inside as well as outside with one 
t,easpoonful of salt In all. Soak one- 
half pound of bread tw o days old in 
cold w ater till soft, Inclose It In a  nap­
kin and press out all the water. Place 
a  saucepan with one tablespoonful ol 
lettuce and two tablespoonfuls of fine 
chopped onions over the fire, stir and 
cook five minutes without browning. 
Then add the bread, stir and cook five 
minutes. Remove, and when cold mix
It with one pound of sausage meat, 
season w ith  one even teaspoonful salt, 
one-half teaspoonful thyme and one- 
quarter teaspoonful pepper. Fill the 
crop and body w ith th is forcemeat, sew 
It up and truss nicely. Cover the breast 
and thighs w ith thin slices of larding 
pork, tie It firmly w ith a  cord, lay the 
turkey in a  roasting pan, pour over 
two ounces of melted butter and place 
the pan in a  medium hot oven to roast 
Baste freely with Its own gravy till the 
bird Is light brown on all sides, then 
add a  little water. Continue to roast, 
basting frequently till done. A turkey 
of ten pounds will take two and one- 
half hours cooking. Place the giblets 
In a  saucepan covered with cold water 
over the fire, add one teaspoonful of 
salt, and when It bolls add a small 
onion. Cook till done. Shortly before 
serving lay the turkey on a hot dish, 
remove thé skewers and strings, free 
the gravy from all fat, mix one table­
spoonful of cornstarch with one-hall 
cupful of cold water, add to it the 
gravy, stir and cook a  few minutes, 
then add sufficient glblet broth to make 
one p int of sauce. Cook five minutes, 
strain  through a  sieve, rub the liver 
fine w ith a  spoon, add to the gravy and 
serve.
Kvery Idol Has Its Dar.
I t  is Santa Claus’ tu rn  now.—New 
York World.
Y U L E T ID E  C U S T O M S .
In
England
Bow the Day Is Observed In Htny 
Countries.
In  England in the early Anglo-Saxon 
days Christmas was celebrated w ith 
almost saturnallan revelries, the lords 
Of misrule holding 
full sway, but the 
first breath of Puri­
tanism  scorched the 
zeal of the revelers, 
♦  and It became a hei­
nous offense to so rejoice-and be mer­
ry. The year 1643 saw the abolish­
ment of all saints’ days, and those who 
observed the “three grand festivals of 
Christmas, Easter and W hitsuntide, 
were heavily fined.” W ith the resto­
ration a  sad countenance was not a t  a  
premium, but rather a merry one, and 
all the observances of these festival 
days were revived.
In  old Seville and the other beauti­
ful cities of Spain Christmas Is largely 
an out of door celebration. The Anglo- 
Saxon idea of hearth
In
Spain
and home is foreign 
to  the Latin temper­
ament, and the gra­
cious climate lends 
itself to  al fresco ♦  
merrymaking. All Is movement, color, 
tumult, dance and song. The great 
plazas are kaleidoscopes of human 
movement. The cathedrals and church­
es are thronged. Piety and gayety 
mingle.
Inspired by the ancient poetical 
thought of cheering the Virgin during 
the pangs of maternity, young men and 
^  maidens throng on 
Christmas eve be­
fore her shrines in 
Ita ly  and play upon 
their guitars and 
♦  mandolins, singing 
songs of praise. I t  is their part, too, 
to decorate the beautiful old churches 
most profusely, a  loving service a t  
which they spend the greater part of 
the night, refreshed by a  collation a f t­
er midnight mass.
Germany is the land of Santa Claus, 
the home of the beautiful legend of 
K ris Krlngle, which Is a  corruption of 
Christ Kindleln, or 
Christ Child. While 
the good child finds 
its little stocking 
la d e n  w ith  K ris 
Kringle’s gifts, the ♦  
naughty child finds nothing b u t a  birch 
rod placed there by the avenging Pels- 
nlchol (St. Nicholas w ith the fur). Such 




In  Australia Christmas comes during 
the midsummer season. The mercury 
may register 100 degrees or more. Fam ­
ilies, Instead of be-
In
Australia
lng united, are di­
vided, for this is the 
tim e of the long va­
cation. Still, Eng-
--------♦  lish traditions are
preserved. Plum pudding is the des­
sert and holly the decoration. More­
over, the Australians have a decora­
tion of their own—a crimson flowering 
shrub which they call Christmas bush 
and which blooms only In December.
HOvre’s Birthplace.
Elias Howe, Jr., the Inventor of the 
sewing machine, was bora in Spencer, 
Mass., and the Spencer folk ■ have 
painted a  statem ent of th a t fact on a 
board sign eighteen fee t square, so 
th a t all the passersby la  the trains of 
the Boston and Albany railroad may 
see it. The sign reads, “Down In th^ 
valley below Elias Howe, Jr., In-' 
ventor of the sewing machine and an 
Illustrious son of Spencer,' was born 
In 1819.” A fter the words “Down in 
the valley below” is a  huge hand with 
a  finger pointing in the direction of 
the birthplace of the inventor.
Politely Put.
Anxious Father (from top of stairs)— 
Say, Mary Jane!
Mary Jane—Yes, papa.
Anxious Father—Is It 11 o’clock yet?
Mary Jane—Yes, papa.
Anxious Father-W ell, give the young 
man my compliments and ask him to 
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To all the readers of the I ndependent, a Merry 
Christmas!
The genius of some editors seems to be unlimited. 
There’s Editor Thomas of the Bristol Gazette: If the biggest 
dictionary within reach fails him he simply coins a new word 
and goes right on with an enlarged vocabulary—and a smooth 
and easy gait—to further achievement.
P ostmaster General Charles Emory Smith resigned 
his position Monday and President Roosevelt has appointed 
Henjry C. Payne, of Wisconsin, as his successor in the Cabi­
net. Mr. Smith’s resignation was due to a desire on his 
part to return to the editorial chairof the Philadelphia Press.
I f the Republicans of Pennsylvania do not desire Mr. 
Elkin to be their candidate for Governor, it should certainly 
be witbin the power of the Republicans of Pennsylvania to 
deprive him of the nomination. If it is, not within their 
power to do this, then are they not capable of self-govern­
ment. A lot of them are not in favor of majority rule now.
A dispatch from New York, about as follows, went over 
the wires last week : General plans and many notable details 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s gigantic $30,000,000 to $50,- 
000,000 scheme to tunnel the North and East , rivers and 
establish a great station in the heart of Manhattan, are 
announced. The central feature of these plans is an im­
mense station, which will cover the entire four blocks from 
Seventh to Ninth avenue and from Thirty-first to Thirty- 
third street.
Congressman Wanger has introduced a bill in Con­
gress appropriating $125,000 for a public building at Norris­
town. Should the measure pass, something may take the 
shine off the new court house—after it swells the pride of the 
Hubites and legal lights. With two imposing public build­
ings in Norristown the citizens of the county seat would gaze 
still more askance at hayseeders from the backwoods. The 
future greatness of the Hub seems to be assured, in part at 
least.
F ree trade with Cuba, eh? Not much. Not under the 
present administration at Washington! The weak, sickly, 
protected interests—interests specially protected by the 
strong governmental arm—would die were the protection 
withdrawn, and the extinction of their protected lives would 
be murder on the part of the government; and even those 
fault finding persons who pay big prices for poor cigars 
would hardly sanction such wanton cruelty. No, the poor 
things, however insolent, must be protected.
The red-tape Court of Inquiry at Washington has con­
cluded its labors, and Schley is in a large measure condemned 
by the majority of the court and sustained by the minority, 
Admiral Dewey, who contends that Schley alone is entitled to 
the credit “for the glorious victory which resulted in the 
total destruction of the Spanish ships.” But Schley lost 
sight of Navy Department red-tape considerations and must 
suffer the penalty ! If  he has the American people with him, 
perhaps he can get along without the Navy Department.
Christmastide should bring with it, in addition to 
merry making and the usual social amenities, a reiteration of 
the paramount importance of the higher human virtues, the 
application of which make for the betterment of mankind. In 
his constant struggle for supremacy, for the securement of 
the substantials of physical existence, man is prone to lose 
sight of moral discriminations and a just regard for the 
rights and well-being of those about him. In the race for 
wealth, for social and political distinction “the end justifies 
the means” and regular attendance at a tabernacle is ac­
cepted as a sufficient means of outward grace and sanctimony. 
I t  would seem that Christmastide should afford a halting, 
introspective period, when the combined moral forces of the 
individual should encourage special attention to such acts as 
carry with them questionable influences in comparison with 
higher and nobler impulses and achievements. I t  is a matter 
of but little moment whether the Christ of more than eighteen 
centuries ago would be recognized should He return to earth 
and attend the meeting of an ultra-fashionable congregation! 
A more important consideration is : Are the virtues that 
Christ taught and exemplified—virtues, in effect, that are as 
old as the human race—living, guiding potentialities in our 
lives. If they are not: Our lives are not what they should 
be, no matter what we profess to believe, or, not to believe. 
If they are n o t: The influence we exert is baneful rather 
than helpful, destructive rather than constructive, and we 
are not within that sphere where the moral atmosphere is 
uplifting. Christ taught justice, truthfulness, common 
honesty, love, mercy, charity; not lying, deceit, fraud, 
hypocrisy, sham, pretense, for personal gain or for whatever 
purpose. Are we trying hard to live a life that embodies 
Christ’s precepts, and making progress, or are we not? 
That’s the important question of Christmastide! And how 
are we to answer it?
WASHINGTON LETTER.
From Our Regular Correspondent.
W ashington, D. C., Dec. 12, 1901.
There has been no important 
legislation enacted by the Fifty- 
Seventh Congress so far although it 
-is expected that the bill, providing 
for the application of the tariff 
duties of the Dingley bill and the 
Taft Commission’s bill, which has 
been determined upon by the Ways 
and Means Committee, will be 
passed by the House and it is hoped 
by the Senate before the holiday ad­
journment. The Hays-Pauneefote 
treaty has been favorably reported 
by the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations and is now before that 
body which will ratify it as soon as 
some of the Senators, who are not 
altogether in favor of some of its 
provisions, have had an opportunity 
to express their disapproval.
Speaker Henderson has appointed
all the important standing com­
mittees of the House and adjourn­
ment has been set for December 
19th. Congress will convene again 
on Monday January 6th. During 
the interval considerable important 
work will be done by individual 
members so that the work of their 
committees may be facilitated on the 
reassembling of Congress.
The munificient gift to the nation, 
by Mr. Andrew Carnegie, of $10,- 
000,000 to promote the establishment 
of a national university in the city 
of Washington will prove a source 
of gratification to every citizen of 
the United States. Although the 
amount seems an- enormous one it 
may not prove sufficient for the pur­
pose of establishing as elaborate' 
and expensive an institution as Mr. 
Carnegie has in mind and it is quite 
possible that Congress will be 
asked to add an equal sum.
The institution which Mr. Carne-
gie desires to see in the national 
capital will not interfere with the 
numerous educational establish­
ments already in the city as the 
plans so far as they have been 
formulated, are for a university 
which will be devoted exclusively 
to the higher education, it being 
Mr. Carnegie’s desire to see this 
country so well equipped education­
ally as to render unnecessary the 
present custom of sending the 
graduates of American universities 
abroad for their post-graduate 
courses. The location of such an 
institution in Washington is par­
ticularly felicitous as, apart from 
the fact that it is the capitol, it is 
fast becoming the center of learning 
in the United States owing to the 
fact that there are so many ad­
vantages for scientific bureaus of 
the government afford exceptional 
facilities for pursuing certain lines 
of study.
At first glance $10,000,000 seems 
a very large sum of money and it 
has been said that that is the total 
endowment of Harvard University 
but, even though that is the case, 
Harvard owns buildings and land 
worth at this time at least $20,000,- 
000 and, moreover, her average of 
four thousand students brings her 
an income of not less than $150 each 
per year, while it is Mr. Carnegie’s 
desire that this university shall be 
free to all who can matriculate.
There are many people who will 
be pleased with the bill which 
Senator Lodge has introduced into 
the Senate and which provides for 
the erection of an office building for 
the exclusive use of the President 
and his staff. The White House 
has been totally inadequate for the 
requirements of the President as 
office and residence and it has been 
thought necessary, either to aban­
don its use as a residence and erect 
a home for the President elsewhere, 
or to add wings to the present 
building. The- last proposition has 
been favored by Mr. McKinley and 
plans for the wings had been pre­
pared but Mr. Roosevelt, shortly 
after ho became president, objected 
to them and the matter was dropped.
It now transpires that the Presi­
dent’s objection to the erection of 
the proposed wings was because of 
his unwillingness to materially alter 
a building so closely related to many 
of the important events in American 
history. The present plan will 
afford ample accommodation to the 
President and his family because it 
will restore to him the entire White 
House as a residence (at the present 
time he has the use of but one 
fourth) and ample office accomo­
dation will be provided on the Mall 
immediately back of the Treasury 
anff but a stone’s throw from the 
White House.
Everyone will be thankful to learn 
that the threatened break between 
the two associations which propose 
to erect monuments to the late 
President has been averted and that 
all difficulties have been satisfactor­
ily adjusted. The McKinley Me­
morial Arch Association has yielded 
to the Memorial Monument Associ­
ation and the former will make no 
attempt to raise funds by sub­
scription for the erection of a monu­
ment in the city of Washington but 
will appeal to Congress for an ap­
propriation for that purpose.
The McKinley National Memorial 
Association will continue on the 
plans originally determined upon 
and will solicit subscriptions all 
over the United States for the pur­
pose of erecting a monument at Can­
ton where the remains of the Presi­
dent are buried. It is believed 
that this course will meet with the 
approval of the people who might 
have found it burdensome had they 
been called upon to contribute to 
two monument funds.
Another important step toward 
making the United States -a world 
power is shortly to be taken. I re­
fer to the establishment in the far 
East of a great American banking 
institution. For a number of years 
the necessity of such an institution 
has been felt and the purchase of 
the Philippine islands made it 
almost imperative but, pending 
Congressional legislation, no one 
has cared to establish a banking in­
stitution in the Philippine of the re­
quired magnitude’
When the general protocol of 
Pekin was signed providing for the 
payment of indemnities to the 
United States of $25,000,000 with 
interest, in installments which 
would extend over a period of 
nearly forty years, it became neces­
sary for the President to designate 
some institution in the East to re­
ceive the payments. At first it was 
thought necessary to select some 
English banking company, but the 
Guarantee Trust Company of New- 
York represented to the adminis­
tration that if they were favored 
with the commission of receiving 
the funds for the United States they 
would establish the necessary bank 
and after satisfying himself of the 
desirability of such a course the 
President decided to commission 
that institution to collect the Ameri­
can share of the indemnity. Repre­
sentatives of the company are now 
in the Orient looking for a suitable 
location.
M O S T  P O W E R F U L  R U L E R .
The Czar, who celebrated his 31st 
birthday recently, is probably the 
most powerful man of his age that 
the world has known in our time. 
To be ruler of 130,000,000 of the 
human race at 26 is an experience 
which has come to only one living 
man—which has come, perhaps, to 
only one man since the world be­
gan. At that age Nicholas II. be­
came Emperor of Russia. Of the 
1,500,000,000 people on the face of 
the earth one in twelve bowed down 
to this young man, at whose bid­
ding 2,500,000 men would rise in 
arms. Those who know the Czar 
assert that he is the most lovable of 
men, sensitive to a high degree, 
living a quiet family life, with a 
passionate love of home and child­
ren.
' He longs to be known, say his 
friends, as “Nicholas the Educator. ” 
He is an insoluable paradox, whose 
act one day seems quite inconsistent 
with his act another day. But the 
truth is said to be that the young 
emperor is overwhelmed with the 
appalling responsibility that rests 
upon him, and that half the acts 
committed in his name are not his 
acts at all. At the beginning of his 
reign Nicholas put himself on the 
side of common sense in the army 
by setting the officers an example 
which they are not likely to forget. 
A young lieutenant had offended his 
colleagues by riding in a tram down 
to the barracks. “Gentlemen,” 
said the Emperor, “I hear that to 
ride in a tram is considered be­
neath the dignity of an officer in 
your regiment. I am your colonel, 
and I have just been riding in a 
tram. ’ ’
B O U N T Y  FOR T R IP L E T S .
. “ I had once,” writes a corres­
pondent of the London News, “the 
curiosity to write to Windsor Castle 
and ask the origin of the Queen’s 
charitable practice of giving a 
‘bounty’ to women who had given 
birth to triplets. I had a very 
courteous reply from the Queen’s 
private secretary, explaining that 
the first gift to a woman who had 
three children at a birth was 
prompted solely by Her Majesty’s 
sympathetic feeling toward her. 
The case had happened to come to 
the knowledge of the Queen, and 
she sent a sovereign for each of the 
newly-arrived little Britons as an 
assistance to the mother in her em­
barrassment of family treasures. 
This had happened about forty 
years before this correspondence, 
and quite early in the reign, and 
had cost the Queen’s private purse 
about £300 a year ever since. Of 
course it is not in all cases of the 
kind that this ‘bounty’ is sent to 
the mother. It is only in those who 
are poor and apply for it, but as the 
majority of people are poor, and 
somehow these little surprises 
seem generally to overtake people 
who cannot afford them, the Queen’s 
bounty for triplets had come to be 
regarded almost as a matter of 
course. ’ ’
GO IT W H IL E  Y O U ’R E  .Y O U N G , 
ETC.
BY NICK OF OAKS.
When there’s snow upon the mountains, 
“ when King Frost proclaims,
The hills, meadows, valleys and plains, his 
domain, and we are subjects to  his 
reign;
When the ponds, lakes and rivers, lock’d 
in icy letters, their surface smooth as 
g lass;
When out of the North, Old Boreas, comes 
laden’d with cold and chilling blasts, 
Singing and whistling thro’ the pines, the 
cedars, a sad, a mournful chant,
Then get your skates and go it, go it while 
you’re young, when you’re old you. 
can’t.
When the hills and meadows are cover’d 
o’er with a mantle of “beautiful 
snow,”
And hidd’n the spots where the forget-me- 
nots and violets blow,
Then with sled and jumper to  the hillside 
go;
Its  fun, to walk up hill to ride down on a 
sled, we’d have you know ;
You have your choice, on sled or take a 
bumper ou a  jumper, any way you 
w a n t; , —
But go it, go it  while you’re young, when 
you’re old you can’t.
Winter’s not so bleak and cheerless, ’tis 
mellow’d with love, and love like the 
north wind laden’d with frost, 
Penetrates fair lady’s veil, kisses her 
cheeks, heedless of the co s t; 
Presumptuous fellow, dares assail her rosy 
lips, down in her muff he dips, nips 
her soft hand, her dainty finger-tips; 
If bleak and dreary, we can make it bright 
and cheery, tho’ the waning beams of 
the western sun fall aslant 
Our pathway, of a  journey well nigh done, 
you can go it; go it while you’re 
young, when you’re old you can’t.
You can go sleighing, with your sweet­
heart by your side, a precious load, 
Tuck’d in snugly, with wraps and robes, 
take a drive o’er smooth, well-beaten 
roads,
You can whisper words you fear’d to tell 
’mid springtime flowers, ’neath leafy 
bow’rs or dells,
Now gtfres opportunity to  tell—tell it 
’neath the twinkling stars, and in 
the melody of the bells;
’Twill sound sweeter; sometimes the 
merry ringing, jingling of the bells a 
great secret foretells I 
Or go sledding, with a merry, happy com­
pany of boys and girls,
Upset, get all mixed up with sweetness, 
bangles, spangles, bangs and curls; 
Well, we’re not too old to  enjoy it, we’re 
not a young, a tender plant,
But you can—so go it, go it while you’re 
young, when you’re old you can’t.
So we go thro’ life, a t a most rapid rate, 
No m atter what the route, or whatever 
way we take;
Old Winter must give way for Youthful 
Spring,
Make room for beautiful flow’rs, their 
glorious blossoming, »
The fruits of Summer, of Autumn, season’d 
by Winter, the flow’rs of Spring 
Will all be gather’d; in that Golden Sum­
mer, the Glorious Harvesting;
So in our prime, no m atter if i t ’s winter 
time, follow wisdom’s plan, there’s a 
chance, recant,
Don’t  hesitate, i t  may be late, for when 
you think you can, maybe you can’t.
W. P. Fenton guarantees- every bottle of 
Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy and will re­
fund the money to any one who is not satis­
fied after using two-thirds of the contents. 
This is the best remedy in the world for la 
grippe, coughs, colds, croup, and whooping 
cough, and is pleasant and safe to take. It 
prevents any tendency of a cold to result in 
pneumonia.
F OR NA1.G OR RENT.A good hotel stand. Will be sold or 
rented on reasonable terms. For further 
information call a t or address,
11-15. THIS OFFICE.
I f  you have anything to 
te ll, advertise it in the Independent.
No one can reasonably hope for good 
health unless his bowels move once each day. 
When this is not attended to, disorders of 
the stomach arise, biliousness, headache, 
dyspepsia and piles soon follow. If you 
wish to avoid these ailments keep your 
bowels regular by taking Chamberlain’s 
Stomach and Liver Tablets when required. 
They are so easy to take and mild and gentle 
in effect. For sale by W. P. Fenton.
SATISFACTORY UNDERWEAR
Is sold here at EQUALLY SATISFACTORY 
PRICES. Every wearer of our goods be- 
comes a friend of the house and a firm be­
liever in our ability to give better value than 
is obtainable elsewhere. The line of
Flsecsd-Lined Underwear
Now offered will add to this reputation. 
Value is woven in every stitch.
1rs. Frances Barrett’s,
MAIN STR E E T,
C O L L E G E V IL L E .
They Don't P inch
EITHER THE FEET OR THE PURSE.
The Shoes W e Sell 
Slippers and Overshoes 
as WeH
Needful Holiday Presents can be selected 
from our stock for young and old.
Slippers for men and women, 50, 75c. $1.00 
and up.
I t's  and Won’s Fie Shoes
At saving prices In three leathers—Enamel, 
Kid, Box Calf.
H. L. NYCE.




Is a good place to 6top at when 
when you visit Norristown. Ex­
cellent accommodations at rea­
sonable rates.
Steam  Heat 
E lectric L ight
Comfort and convenience in 
every room in the big building, 
and “ square” meals three times 
a day. Every effort made to 
please guests and make them 
feel at home.
J. T.EEYSER & BRO., Proprietors
NORRISTOWN, PA.
Cor. Main & Barbadoes Sts. ’Phone 521.
THE BIO STORE
This Store is now the
Last year saw a large business done here. 
This is to be larger and why ? Simply be­
cause we show a much larger and more 
varied line of useful toys and presents. Then 
better arrangements for easy shopping, eveiy 
article marked in plain figures and each 
priced article on its own distinct and sepa­
rate table. First floor rear of office
TOYS AND DOLLS.
Table No. 1 shows onr 15c. Toys.
Table No. 2 shows our 25c. Toys.
Table No. 3 shows our 50c. Toys.
Table No. 4 shows our 75c. Toys.
Table No. 5 shows our $1 00 Toys.
DOLLS on the left as you pass through 
the department. Dolls for 10c, 15c, 19c, 25c, 
50c, 75c, and up. The assortment of dolls in­
clude everything in thfs line. Dressed and 
undressed, kid body, patent jointed Bisque 
head and fancy.
The 5 and 10c. Department.— 
This room contains all the numerous goods 
we have secured, selected and grouped to­
gether that can be sold at the popular prices 
of 5 and 10c.. each. On the first floor in the 
rear is tbe
China Department.—This shows the 
newest and brightest things in Bric-a Brae, 
China, etc. The same order of things are 
carried out here. 9
Table No. 1 shows articles at 15c. each.
Table No. 2 shows articles at 25c. each.
Table No. 3 shows articles at 50c. each.
Table No. 4 shows articles at 75c. and $ 1.00
H. E. Elston,
58 and 60 East Main Street. 
NORRISTOWN. PA.
OYSTERS !Oysters of the best grades, re ta il and 
wholesale, a t
Stroud’s Railroad House,
COLLEGEVILLE, from September 1 to 
May 1. Served in all styles. Delivered to 
all parts of the town. Orders filled with 
promptness. Keystone ’phone No. 12.
Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
qnlckly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
invention is probably patentable. Communica­tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents 
sent free. Oldest agency for securingpatents.Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive 
tpecial notice, without charge, in the
Scie n tific  A m e ric a n .
A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir­culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year: four months, $L Sold by all newsdealers.
MUNN & Co.36,Broadwâ New YorkBrandi Office, 625 F  8t„ Washington, D. C.
IQIVlElRICIOIAITi
T i m e  !
This Is the Overcoat Time. 
Our stock Is full up, much 
larger now than It will be later 
in the season.
Swagger Coats
are th$ style. Tou may as well 
be in it. Come to-day and see 
the styles. We are sure you’ll 
like them.
$6.50  to $15.
M atch Us if  You Can.
Boys’ Snits and GYercuats a Specialty
HERMAN WETZEL,
Opposite the Opera House,
NORRISTOWN, PA.
W atch es and 
Diam onds
Specialties with us—all highest grades 
at prices lhat will suit your pocket- 
books.
Umbrellas
The best kind of a gift for “her” is 
one of our solid-silver ivory-handled 
umbrellas. Umbrellas for men. Visi­
tors say we have the best stock of 
silverware and cut glass in town.
Beautiful silver tea sets. Solid gold 
sleeve buttons for $2.50.




16 East Main St.,























We are Headquarters for 
All Kinds o f Hardware, 
Paints, Oils, Varnlslies 
and Glass.
T O O L S  I
If you want anything in the 
tool line come to us and we can 
supply you at BOTTOM PRICES.
READY-MIXED
P A I N T !
We have it for the House, Barn, 
or Wagon.





















An U nexcelled Assort­
m ent of A rticles of 




Large Stock o f Dolls, Games,
Vases, Clocks, Ink 8tands, 
Iron Toys, mechanical Toys,
Parlor Lamps, Chinaware, 
Toy Nets, Ac.
NOTION DEPARTMENT
most beantiful Hue o f Ladles’ 
Lace and Linen Handkerchtels, 
Gents’ Initial Handkerchiefs, 
Ladies’ Fascinators, Gloves and 




Finest quality of N. 0 . Molasses, Raisins, 
Currants, Citron, Strictly Home-made Mince 
Meat, Sweet Cider, XXXX Los. Sugar, nice 
large Prunes 5c lb., best'Peaches * lbs. for 
25c., Apricots 2 lbs. for 25c., Ginger 8naps 5 
lbs. for 25c., Arbuckle Lion Coffee 2 lbs. for 
25 cents.
Florida Oranges, White Grapes, Bananas, 
Apples, English Walnuts, Almonds, Cream 
Nuts, Peanuts.
Hand made Candy Toys, 2 lbs. 25c : Ma­
chine-made,. 10c.; Mixtures, 10c.; Finest 





Prime Oysters served in all styles a to
Perkiomen Bridge Hotel.
Orders from any part of the town 
promptly filled and delivered.
10-17. HENRY BOWER, Proprietor.
For a MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY HEW YEAR
W E  N A M E  A  L IS T  O F  O U R
USEFUL - HOLIDAY ■ PRESENTS
-FOR-
L I T T L E  IIVCOTTZET^ I
Men’s and Boys’ Underwear, Wool, Kid and Mocha Lined and 
Unlined Gloves, Latest Styles.
Neckwear, Collars, Fancy Hose, Silk Mufflers, Silk and Linen 
Initial Handkerchiefs.
Fur and Plush Caps, Soft, Stiff and Silks Hats.
A nd U n til January 1st
We allow 5 PER CENT. OFF on the following:
Men’s and Boys’ Suits and Overcoats, Corduroy Pants, 
Gossamers, Smoking Jackets, Stockinet Coats, Hats, Umbrellas, 
Trunks and Dressing Suit Cases.
Call and see us. No trouble to show  goods.
I .  P .  W I L L I A M S ,
Clothier and Furnisher,
2 2 5  M ain Street, and Springer’s Block,
R O Y E R S F O R D ,  P A .
G ET YOUR Posters Printed at the Independo«* OtBee.
Our stock of Fall Goods Is LARGER and 
MORE COMPLETE THAN EVER.
Dress Goods, Flannels, 
W oolens, Cheviots, 
and Cassimeres.
Do not miss seeing our line of Flannel­
ettes and Outings.
A fall line of Suits and Overcoats from 
Sample at Bottom Prices.
Men’s and Ladies’ Fleeced Lined UNDER­
WEAR in all sizes.
A full line of Men’s, Ladles’ and Child­
ren’s
Shoes and Rubber Goods.
Our Men’s Box Calf Shoe at $2 00, is a 
winner. Bee our line of WOOL BOOTS.
LINOLEUMS and FLOOR OIL CLOTH 
in variety.
Do not forget to see our line of BED 
BLANKETS, from cheapest to the best.
HORSE and STABLE BLANKETS and 
PLUSH ROBES, over 40 different styles to 
select from. We claim to have largest as­
sortment of blankets ever shown in Trappe. 
PRICES RIGHT.
A fine line of
Eats, Gaps and Gloves
FOR MEN AND CHILDREN.
« Our Grocery Department *
IS ALWAYS UP TO DATE in quality and 
price.
Kiln-dried Corn Meal and Fresh Buck­
wheat Flour always on hand.
A large lot of Coarse Salt just received.
Come and see tbe largest lot of Store 
Goods between Norristown and Pottstown.
E. G. Brownback,
TRAPPE, PA.
IF O iR .
GO TO —
GEO. F. CLAMER,
— DEALER IN —
HARDWARE
-----AND-----
HOUSE FURNISHING  
::: GOODS :::
Electrical and Bicycle Supplies,
Paint, Glass, Patty, Varnish, 
Etc., Etc.
I  now have a complete line of Breech Load­
ing Guns. Single Barrel Guns from $5.00 
up. Double Barrel Hammer Guns from 
$9 75 up. Hammerless Guns, made by the 
Baker Gun Co., at $24 00.. Flobert Rifles 
from $2.00 up. Gun Cleaners, Loader Shells, 
etc., etc.









P i  o
&
Agent for New Royal and Service Sewing 
Machines, Cypher’s Incubators and Brooders, 
American Field and Ellwood Lawn Fencing, 
Poultry Netting, etc. Granitine Wall Plaster, 
Portland, Anchor and Rossendale Cements.
















TJEEEE G I F T
T H E  G - I V E R
ii
T H E  Ö - I V E ls T  |
Enters into every exchange of Christmas gifts. It is important that justice be 
done to each, but this is only assured when the name of this eliable and popular 
store— popular with those who appreciate real value—is stamped on tbe pack­
age, large or small.
THE GIFT will be of superior merit, for there are no inferior goods here. It 
h a s te n  a principle of busi ess wi h us for 25 years from which we have never 
deviated to handle only the highest grades.
THE GIVER will have the satisfaction of knowing that the President or 
Rockefeller could not have improved on the quality, and hence will never feel 
abashed, because tbe article proved inferior.
THE GIVEM. The one to whom the gift, has been given will the more 
highly esteem the giver of the gift if from LANZ’S proves tbe true affection that' 
would not be satisfied with the common placeness of the department store.
G. L A N Z ,  THE JEWELER,










•Î3 X M A S  S H O P P E R S
WILL FIND IN THIS YEAR’S IMMENSE STOCK
A Veritable 
Mint of PLEASING SUGGESTIONS.
To begin with, there is the largest assortment of handkerchiefs we have ever collected 
for Xmas giving. Just think, one thousand dozens from which to make your selection. 
Embracing handkerchiefs for men and boys, as well as women and girls. And yon should 
see our line ol Xmas books, cards, booklets, and art calendars. We have a nice variety of 
these goods for refined people.
If you intend to have a nice fur piece, it is well to get it now, or at least make a 
selection and have it reserved.
Tbe variety of Furs for women and little ones is finer and more beautiful than any 
former season.
IN FURS, COATS and TAILOR-MADE DRESSES, there is a price sense that accom­
modates itself to tbe state of any and all pocketbooks.
Our Christmas Goods include 8tory Books, Fine Imported China
D olls ~ - D olls
Dressed and Undressed, Silver Novelties, Music Rolls, Bohemian and Austrian Wares, 
Fancy Bskets and some pretty Parlor Lamps.
We Intend to have an unequalled Christmas trade, so we have put bottom prices on 
everything.
BRENDLINGERS P B
8 0  and 82 M ain Street,




TERRS— $1.00 PER YEAR 
:: IN AOVANCE. ::
T h u rsd ay , Dec. 19, 1901
CHURCH SERVICES.
St. James’ Episcopal, Evansburg : Bey. A. J. 
Barrow, rector. Services every Sunday. Morn­
ing at 10.30 o’clock. Sunday School a t 2.15 
p. m.
St. Paul’s Memorial Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Oaks Station. Sunday services 10.45 a. 
m and 8.80 p. m. Sunday School 2.30 p. m. 
Holy Communion iirst Sunday in month. 
Special choral and catechism service last Sun­
day in month a t 3 p m. The Rev. T. P. Ege, 
rector, residing in the rectory a t Oaks Station 
throughout the year, will be pleased to receive 
calls for visitations or ministrations. Address 
Oaks Post Office.. A cordial welcome is ex­
tended to all services and free seats are pro­
vided.
Lower Providence Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
0. R. Brodhead, pastor. Sunday School, 9.30 
a. m. Preaching, 10.30 a. m. Y. P. S. C. E., 7 
p. m. Preaching, 7.30 p. m.
Lower Providence Baptist Church. Preach­
ing services 10.30 a. m. and 7.30 p. m., every 
¿unday, Bev. Wm. Courson, pastor. Bible 
school, 9.30 a. m. Prayer meeting, Wednesday 
evening a t 7.30. Shannonville Mission, every 
second Sunday evening a t 7.30 ; Bible school, 
Sundays, a t 2.30 p. m.; prayer meeting, Tues­
days a t 7.30 p.m.; Bev. S. O. Perry, pastor.
Evansburg M. E. Church, Bev. J . P. Rowland 
pastor. Services a t 11 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. 
Sunday School a t 9.30 a. m. Prayer service fol­
lowing Sunday School.
St. Luke’s Reformed Church, Trappe, Bev. 
S. L. Messinger, pastor. Sunday School at 
9 a. m. Preaching every Sunday a t 10.30 a. m. 
aod 7.30 p. m. Catechetical class on Sunday a t
2.30 p. m. Y. P. S. C. E. prayer meeting, Sun­
day, 6.30 p. m. Congregational prayer meeting 
Wednesday, 7.30 p. m. All are cordially invited 
to attend the services.
Augustus Lutheran. Church, Trappe. Ser­
vices next Sunday morning and evening, a t 10 
o’clock a. in. and 7.30 p. m.
Trappe circuit, United Evangelical Church. 
Preaching next Sunday, a t Trappe; 10 a. in., a t 
Limerick 2 30 p. m. In the evening, a t 7.30, the 
Christmas entertainment will be held a t Zieg- 
lersville.
Trinity Church: Wednesday evening, prayer 
meeting, 7.30 o’clock. Saturday afternoon, 
catechetics, 2 o’clock. Sunday; Sunday School 
at 9, and preaching a t 10 a. in.; the Junior C.E. 
prayer service, Master Ernest Miller leader, a t 
2 p. m., and the Y. P. S. C. E. prayer service, 
Mr. Malcolm P. Laros leader, a t 6.30‘o’clock. 
The Christmas service by the Sunday School at
7.30 p. m.
Home and Abroad.
—It is quite probable that the 
I ndependent will be issued a day 
later than usual next week. Cor­
respondents will, please forward 
their favors as heretofore, Monday 
evening and Tuesday morning.
—The nearness of the
—Gladsome days of
—Another Christmastide
—Bids the editor heartily wish 
every reader of the I ndependent
—A very Merry Christmas!
jjjji /  v . . . . . . . . .  •
—Snow or no snow, the children 
believe Santa Claus will get here 
somehow.
•—Miss Mary Kirk, of Lockbaven, 
has succeeded Miss Williams as 
teacher in the intermediate depart­
ment of the public school of this 
Borough.
—Nearly all the heavy machinery 
for the new power house nas been 
unloaded from the cars, and the 
boilers are being placed in position.
—Miss Lizzie Walker, of Norris­
town, was recently tendered a re­
ception in celebration of her fiftieth 
anniversary as teacher in the 
schools of that borough.
—Read the special Holiday in­
ducements offered by the advertis­
ers in the I ndependent.
—The Grangers, in fact all our 
readers will be much interested in 
reading G. W. Bartholomew’s ex­
cellent report of the State Grange 
meeting.
—The pupils of Garwood school, 
Upper Providence, will give an 
entertainment to-morrow (Friday) 
evening at 7.45.
—J. D. Sallade’s, Norristown, is 
headquarters for watches, um­
brellas, rings, etc., at prices lower 
than anywhere in Norristown. See 
••adver.
—St. Joseph’s Protectory, Norris­
town, was damaged Monday by fire 
to the extent of several thousand 
•dollars.
—After January 1, 1902, a law 
■making the marriage of first cousins 
unlawful in Pennsylvania will go 
into effect.
—An article in relation to the ad­
vantages of Milk Shippers’ Unions 
will be published in the I ndepen­
dent in the near future.
—For skates and good ones go to* 
G. F. Clamer’s hardware store:
—The public schools of Royers- 
ford have been closed until January 
2, and all children found congre­
gating along the streets or on street 
corners will be arrested.
—A Christmas dinner will be 
given to Pottstown’s poor by the 
local Sal vation Army Corps.
—The Labor Federation at 
Scranton tabled a resolution urging 
unions not to countenance State 
militia organizations.
—Because of the high price of 
feed farmers would be fully justified 
•in advancing the price of milk.
Dog M issing.
”Ed. Cleaver, the well known 
Tiunter of Lower Providence, was 
hunting the other day in the 
vicinity of Niantic when he became 
separated from his faithful dog 
“Dave.” Ed. tried hard to locate 
the lost animal, but he had to re­
turn home without him. “Dave” 
was imported from West Virginia 
several yearsagoand is a fine speci­
men of the hound species.
There is more catarrh in this section of the 
country than all other diseases put to­
gether, and until the last few years was sup­
posed to be incurable. For a great many 
years doctors pronounced it a local disease, 
sud prescribed local remedies, and by con­
stantly falling to cure with local treatment, 
pronounced It incurable. Science has proven 
catarrh to be a constitutional disease, and 
therefore r>quires constitutional treatment. 
Hall’s Catarrh Cure, manufactured by F. J. 
Cite i:ey & Oo., Toledo, Ohio, is the only 
constitutional cure on the . market. It is 
taken Internally in doses from 10 drops to a 
teaspoonful. It act6 directly on the blood 
and mucous surfaces of the system. They 
offer one hundred dollars for any case it fails 
to core. Send for circulars and testimonials. 
Address F. J. CHENEY <fc CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, 75 cents.
Hall's Family FUI» are the best
Injured by a Fall. ■
Friday evening Mrs. Catharine 
Kratz, an aged lady, residing on 
Fifth avenue, this borough fell from 
a chair and sprained her ankle.
A Nam e W anted.
Jefferson Express Horse Company.
The annual meeting of the Jeffer­
son Express Horse Compauy for the 
recovery of stolen horses will be 
held at the Jeffersonville Hotel on 
Monday, December 30 ; roll called 
at 2 o’clock.
C O M IN G  C H R IS T M A S T ID E  AT 
T H E  C H U R C H E S .
Another Christmastide is nigh, 
and another season of social and re­
ligious festivities will soon be ush­
ered in. May it in • reality be a 
period of “peace on earth, good 
will to men. ” We have received an­
nouncements of the coming Sunday 
school exercises at the various 
churches as follows:
There will be a service on Christ­
mas morning at St. James’, Evans­
burg, at 10 o’clock, and a Sunday 
School Christmas tree festival in the 
evening at 7.30.
The Christmas festival of the M. 
E. Sunday School, Evansburg, will 
be held on Saturday evening, De­
cember 28.
The Christmas festivities of the 
Sunday School of Augustus Luth­
eran church, Trappe, will be held 
on Christmas eve, December 24. 
There will be a program of good 
music rendered.
The U. E. church at Limerick will 
hold an entertainment on Christmas 
eve, and the church at Trappe on 
Christmas night. Interesting pro- 
grams'have been prepared at both 
churches.
The Christmas service of St. 
Luke’s Reformed Sunday School, 
Trappe, will take place on Tuesday 
evening, December 24, beginning at 
7.30 o’clock. A program under the 
title “The Angels’ Songs” will be 
rendered and, from present indica­
tions, the exercises will be interest­
ing and edifying.
The Sunday School, children of St. 
Paul’s Memorial church, Oaks, are 
practicing hymns and carols for the 
Christmas festivals. On Saturday 
afternoon, December 28, at 2.30, in 
the Annex there will be the usual 
Christmas tree, when the scholars 
will take part in the interesting ex­
ercises and receive their gifts. On 
Sunday afternoon, December 29, 
will be held the Choral Christmas 
Festival in the church at 3 o’clock, 
when an excellent program of music 
will be presented. The Rector, the 
Rev. T. P. Ege, will deliver ad­
dresses at the services and hopes to 
make the acquaintance of strangers 
in the parish. *
The Christmas services at Trinity 
church, this borough, on Sunday 
next, December 22, will doubtless 
prove to be especially interesting. 
The program for the morning ser­
vice at 10 will include excellent 
music by the choir, the first num­
ber being the popular anthem, 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory,” 
by Reed. Another anthem will be 
“There were Shepherds,” by Spen­
cer. The pastor, Rev. J. H. Hen­
dricks, D. D., will deliver a ser- 
monet, particularly appropriate to 
Christmastide. At 7.30 p. m. the 
Sunday School will render the 
Christmas service entitled: “Our 
Royal Prince,” by Emma Pitt. The 
church, choir will add interest to 
the occasion by singing two an­
thems during the service: “ It Came 
Upon the Midnight Clear,” by Gil­
christ, and, “Shout the Glad Tid­
ings,” by Frey.
60th  Anniversary Services.
Sunday last was a memorable day 
in the history of the Evansburg M. 
E. church, when the 60th anni­
versary of that religious organi­
zation was befittingly commemo­
rated. At 10 a. m., there was a 
service of song, testimony, and 
reminiscence, followed by an appro­
priate address by T. Grant Shields, 
of Philadelphia. An interesting 
feature of the morning service was 
the reading, by Pastor J. P. Row­
land of the names of the pastors and 
the number of members, year by 
year, since the founding bf the 
church. Anniversary donations 
from those present followed, each 
person receiving in return a 
souvenir in the form of a white 
ribbon upon which was imprinted a 
picture of the church building, to­
gether with the following words: 
“60th Anniversary: 1841-1901. 
Evansburg M. E. Church, Decem­
ber 1901. ‘I have loved the habi­
tation of thy house.’ ” The evange­
listic service in the evening in­
cluded an address by John W. 
Crum of Philadelphia and the assis­
tance of T. Grant Shields and Pastor 
Rowland. There was a good attend­
ance at both morning and evening 
service, the collection amounting to 
about $16. Pastor Rowland stated 
that the M. E. Book Concern of New 
York city had donated to the Sun­
day School of the Evansburg M. E. 
church supplies for one year; in ad­
dition to a small library.
F R E E  M A T E R N IT Y  H O S P ITA L  
S E R V IC E .
A charitable work that will appeal 
to the support and generosity of the 
good people of this section is the 
recently established Society of Free 
Maternity Hospital Service of 
Pennsylvania. The headquarters 
of this Organization are located at 
rooms Nos. 215-216 Rothschild 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Worthy 
applicants from any part of the 
State desiring the services of the 
Society will be comfortably cared 
for without any expense to them, 
providing their application for such 
services are endorsed by two re­
sponsible residents of the State. 
Application forms will be mailed on 
request to the Secretary of the 
Society, William J. Rhoads. The 
Society has been organized for the 
purpose of caring for poor destitute 
and unfortunate women who at the 
critical periods have not the means 
to employ the services of a physician 
and nurse. This charity will be 
dispensed irrespective of color, 
creed or nationality. These benefits 
will be carried into the home of de­
serving, respectable marriéd women 
who will be provided with their 
own family physician and nurse 
during their illness, if necessary, 
clothing and diet will also be furn­
ished. As the Society receives no 
State aid, it will have to depend on 
the public to supply the funds to 
carry on the good work. For this 
purpose mite-boxes will be dis­
tributed in all the stores in the 
county, appealing for small dona­
tions from time to time. The officers 
of this organization are as follows : 
President, W. H. Petérman ; Vice 
President, Frank Mardward ; Sec­
retary; W. J. Rhoads ; Treasuner, 
Harry Chesher ; Business Manager, 
John J. Courtney.
Says He Was Tortured.
“I Buffered such pain from corns I could 
hardly walk,” writes H. Robinson, Hills­
borough, 111., “ but Bucklen’s Arnica Salve 
completely cured them.” Acts like magic 
on sprains, bruises, cuts, sores, scalds, 
burns, boils, ulcers. Perfect healer of skin 
diseases and piles Cure guaranteed by J. 
W. Culbert, druggist. 25c.
FROM OAKS.
The heavy fog Friday morning, 
December 13, seemed almost im­
penetrable, and was like the pillar 
of cloud by day to the children of 
Israel on-their journey out of Egypt. 
You could not see ahead of you for 
but a very short distance, and while 
it continued made railroading diffi­
cult and dangerous. We were re­
minded of Friday, December 13, 
1862. Just such a heavy fog hung 
like a pall over the valley of the 
Rappahannock the forenoon of the 
day of the battle of Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, and we waited in sus­
pense for the fog to lift to make the 
attack, as every preparation was 
supposed to have been made by 
General Burnside, and then awaited 
for the fog for the order to go for­
ward to the attack.
Mrs. Brunner of Royersford, who 
died with smallpox, was buried in 
the cemetery ht Green Tree Thurs­
day evening.
Cards were scattered all along the 
Pennsylvania railroad on the occa­
sion of the marriage of Mr. Okeson 
of New Britain, Conn., to Miss Det- 
tra, daughter of John B. Dettra, 
Phoenixvllle. The cards were a 
notification of a wedding party be­
ing on the train, and read: “This 
will introduce to you Mr. and Mrs. 
Okeson. Just married. Kindly see 
they are well taken care of. Phce- 
nixville.—New Britain, Conn.”
Mrs. Mike Radcliff, who has been 
suffering from a complication of dis-. 
eases, was somewhat better and 
came down stairs, but suffered a re­
lapse and had to go back to bed 
again.
We have had all sorts of weather. 
The river and canal were frozen 
over and the young folks were en­
joying lots of fun skating. Now 
both the canal and river are free 
from ice. /
Saturday, Abe Brower, heedless 
of the goosebone prophecy, having a 
goosebone of his own which he re­
fers to quite frequently, was knock­
ing around in his shirt sleeves. No 
doubt the next Saturday he will be 
wearing an overcoat in this fickle 
climate. I t’s not spring yet, and 
Nature must put on an apparel of 
white before “there’s a wearing of 
the green.”
There’s a sort of maritial boom 
struck our colored population just 
at present.
The Culpeper boys propose to 
migrate to the South, as it’s too cold 
up here. Gwine to dis-integrate 
from de brick yard. No meal up 
here, all bread baker’s stuff. A 
friend gave one of the boys a dish 
of rice pudding, when he said, wat 
kind of soup you call d^t, John ? 
Hit am mitey good. The boys were 
to assist the Scott combination in 
the entertainment to be given by 
them in Eagleville Saturday even­
ing, but the weather was impro- 
pitious, said entertainment met with 
a serious bilous attack and set back.
The heavy rain Saturday evening 
raised the water in the Schuylkill, 
overflowing its banks in many 
places.
Christmas is coming on apace and 
the next issue of the I ndependent 
and Christmas will come together. 
Every preparation is being made for 
the celebration of the natal day in 
church and Sunday school. The 
cedar, the fir, the pine, are much in 
evidence, and the little village of 
Bethlehem Ephratah is still the 
greatest among the thousands of 
Judah.
“ But tbou, Bethlehem Ephratah,” ’round 
thee sweet memories cling,
Where the morning stars sang together, 
the glad retrain, in our hearts still 
echoing,
Where hope eternal was bora anew, Peace, 
gdod will to men, gracious perfect love 
divine;
Hail! Bethlehem Ephratah, “ tho’ thou be 
little among the thousands,” greatest 
joy is thine.
Out of thee came the glorious sunshine, its 
radiant beams
Shone in the beginning, from everlasting. 
I ts  gleams
Shed light, love, hope, in the turmoil and 
strife ;
H ail! all hail, Bethlehem Ephratah, for 
the Bread of Life.
Wild geese have been agitating 
the gunners here, and a desire to 
get a shot at ’em only ended in dis­
appointment. Several flocks have 
passed south. ' A flock of eighteen 
dropped down in the Schuylkill, 
near Davis’ Island, to take a rest 
before resumingtheir journeysouth- 
ward, but our gunners could not 
persuade just one to take a rest in 
their bread baskets. When geese 
fly south it is a sure sign of cold 
weather, because they carry their 
breastbone with them. These were 
real wild geese, not tame ones, made 
wild in your mind to suit the oc­
casion.
A surprise party was given 
Joseph Jacobs, of Port Providence, 
Monday evening, the 25th anni­
versary of his birth.
We will not accept the findings in 
the Schley Court of Inquiry as final, 
or of any account not worthy-of 
notice as to establishing any facts, 
until a court of inquiry is called to 
establish a reputation for Ramsey 
and Benham. Who are they, any 
way ? The hero of Manila Bay is 
possessed of that wisdom that be- 
cometh a brave man, and public 
opinion is not at all affected in the 
matter; change a man’s opinion 
against his will, he’s of the same 
opinion still. Congress could do no 
more worthy act than to publicly 
thank the hero of Santiago Bay, 
voting him a medal.
Emberday Wednesday. Notice 
the weather that day, and Friday 
and Saturday—omitting Thursday, 
as it is not included in the three 
emberdays.
The Green Tree Sunday School 
will have their Christmas services 
Sunday afternoon, at 2 o’clock. 
Music appropriate for the occasion 
has been selected.
Protracted meeting at Port Provi­
dence will continue this week, end­
ing Friday evening.
The workmen on the sections of 
the Pennsy R. R. from, Franklin 
avenue to Potts ville were called out 
to go to Minersville to repair wash- 
dut there.
Wood being wet, and wouldn’t 
burn quickly enough, Mrs. Taylor, 
Charles Taylor’s mother, in her at­
tempt to add some coal oil from a 
can almost created a bigger blaze 
than was expected, as the oil ignited 
and the can exploded, but no serious 
injuries resulted.
A Woman’s Awful Poril.
“There is only one chance to save your 
life and that is through an operation,” were 
the startling words heard by Mrs. L. B. 
Hunt of Lime Ridge, Wis., from her doctor 
after he bad vainly tried to cure her of a 
frightful case of stomach trouble and yellow 
jaundice. Gall stones had formed and she 
constantly grew worse. Then she be^an to 
use Electric Bitters which wholly cured her. 
It’8 a wonderful Stomach, Liver and Kidney 
remedy. Cures Dyspepsia, Loss of Appe­
tite. Try it. Only 50 cents. Guaranteed. 
For sale by J. W. Oulbert, druggist.
Will the writer of the communi­
cation, received from Philadelphia, 
in relation to Woman Suffrage, 
please forward his name to this 
office, not for publication, but as a 
matter of good faith?
Aged C itizens of Norristown Gone.
Rebecca Tyson, aged 95 years, 
died at the Friends’ Home, Friday 
night. Robert Smith, aged 98, 
died the same night, and John 
Cleaver, also of Norristown is dead 
at the age of 79 years.
Thirty -S ix th  Class.
The thirty-sixth class will be 
graduated from the Pierce School of 
Business, Philadelphia, Friday eve­
ning, December 20, in the Ameri­
can Academy of Music. Wilbur C. 
Halteman, of this borough, is a 
member of the class.
Annual M eeting of M usic Teochers.
The twelfth annual meeting of the 
Pennsylvania State Music Teachers’ 
Association will be opened in Read­
ing on December 26. The conven­
tion will remain in session three 
days, and all matters of interest to 
the organization will be thoroughly 
discussed.
A Solution to a Question in 
M athem atics.
J. R. Landes, of Phoenixville, 
submits the following solution of the 
problem in mathematics published 
last week: Cost of the saddle: 
$100.83i; cost of first horse $9’16f; 
cost of second horse, $45,83J; cost 
of third horse, $64.16|.
The Pig’s Last M eal.
Wilson Jackson, of Pulaski, Pa., 
sold a piece of land for $200. He 
put the roll of bills in his pocket 
and went out to feed the hogs. The 
money dropped in a trough and a 
big pig ate it, but it was, however 
his last meal. The pig dressed 400 
pounds without the money.
Sudden Death a t Fagleysville.
Last Thursday night Christian 
Pfeiffer, proprietor of the hotel at 
Fagleysville, died suddenly, aged 
56 years. When members of his 
family went to his room, about 9 
o’clock, he was found to be dying. 
A physician was summoned, but too 
late. A wife and three daughters 
and two sons survive.
Death o^a Prom inent Phoenixvllle 
Physician. .
Dr. J. G. Shoemaker, a well- 
known physician of Phoenixville, 
who had won a high reputation as a 
surgeon, died of consumption-Satur­
day aged 36. A wife and child sur­
vive. Dr. Shoemaker was a gradu­
ate of the University of Pennsyl­
vania.
Remembered on H er Birthday.
Tuesday of last week Mrs. F. M. 
Hobson of this borough passed the 
64th milestone on her journey 
through life. During the day she 
received no less than eighteen con­
gratulatory letters from relatives 
and friends, containing many kind 
and cheering words—tender mess­
ages of love and esteem.
Verdict Quickly Acted Uppn.
The civil case of Farmers' 
National. Bank of Pennsburg vs. 
John K. Hillegass, which was de­
cided on Wednesday of last week 
in favor of the plaintiff for $1185.06, 
was remarkable from the fact that 
two hours after the jury had ren­
dered the verdict the money had 
been paid, including the costs and 
fees for seventeen witnesses.
M an ila  Cigars.
Editor Spatz, of the- Boyertown 
Democrat, is a fortunate journalist, 
notwithstanding a number of rather 
unpleasant and exciting experiences 
in his career in the land of Berks. 
He is the owner of a profitable 
printing plant, has been a member 
of the Pennsylvania Legislature, 
and receives prompt responses 
whenever he chooses to press the 
Democratic political button; and now 
amid the curling smoke from Manila 
cigars he courts the inspiration and 
support of his favorite gods! But 
he’s not a bit parsimonious with the 
rolled tobacco received from his 
friend Lieut. Thos. Leidy Rhoades, 
U. S. A., at Manila, P. I., as the 
editor of the I ndependent can fully 
attest.
S ch aff Anniversary.
The thirty-first anniversary of the 
Schaff Literary Society was held in 
Bomberger Memorial Hall last Fri­
day evening. The program was 
especially interesting. Miss Ging­
rich showed great ability in the 
rendition of the vocal sólo, “I ’ve 
Seen the Swallows Pass,” and re­
ceived a hearty enchore. The 
following is the program: March, 
Miss Sara Gotwals, Phoenixville; 
Invocation, Rev. J. H. Hendricks; 
Salutatory, Oscar Davis Brown- 
back, ’04: Vocal solo, Mr. J. Percy 
Bethel, Philadelphia; Oration, 
Frank H. Hobson, ’03; Oration, 
Walter Edward Hoffsommer, ’03; 
Vocal solo, Miss Bessie Gingrich, 
Lititz,Pa.;Eulogy, HenryGraber ’03; 
Vocal Solo, Mr. Bethel; Schaff 
Oration, Charles Grove Haines, ’03; 
Vocal solo, Miss Gingrich; Bene­
diction, Rev. J. H. Hendricks, D. D.
M A T R IM O N IA L  V E N T U R E S .
At Mt. Kirk, Eagleville, Decem­
ber 11, 1901, by Rev. C. R. Brod­
head, Mr. Howard H. Bossei*t and 
Miss Etta M. Saylor, both of Skip- 
•pack.
At Mt. Kirk, Eagleville, Novem­
ber 26, 1901, by Rev. C. R. Brod­
head, Mr. Alfred W. Baker, of 
Chestnut Hill, and Miss Margaret 
Dougerty, of Hooverton.
At Mt. Kirk, Eagleville, Decem­
ber 12, 1901, by Rev. C. R. Brod­
head, Mr. Harry Campbell Bean, of 
Fairview Village, and Miss Lillian 
Barbara Berge, of Harleysville; 
and, Mr. George O. Howard, of 
Phoenixville, to Miss Emma C. 
Smith, of Areola.
Saw Death Near.
“ It often made my heart ache,” writes L. 
C. Overstreet, of Elgin, Tenn., “ to hear my 
wife cough until it seemed her weak and 
sore lungs would collapse. Good doctors 
8s id she was so far gone with Consumption 
that no medicine or earthly help could save 
her, hut a friend recommended Dr. King’s 
New Discovery and persistent use of this ex­
cellent me iclae saved her life.” I t’s abso­
lutely guaranteed for Coughs, Colds, Bron­
chitis, Asthma and all Throat an i Lung dis­
eases. 50c. and $1.00 at J. W. Culbert’s 
drug store.
W ill Render a Cantata.
The Lower Providence Baptist 
Sunday School will render a cantata 
entitled “Getting Ready for Christ­
mas” on the evening of the 24th of 
December at 7.30. The public is 
cordially invited to be present.
Big Bridge Contemplated.
Viewers appointed by the courts 
of Chester and Montgomery 
counties agreed Wednesday of last 
week to recommend the erection of 
an intercounty bridge over the 
Schuylkill, near Sanatoga station. 
It will be a steel structure, 428 feet 
long, 'costing about $28,000. But 
the new court house will get on top 
of the earth before that bridge spans 
the Schuylkill.
Teacher Presented W ith  Gifts.
Miss Nellie Williams, who re­
signed as teacher of the intermedi­
ate department of the Collegeville 
public school, and who has since 
returned to her old position as 
teacher at Lansdale, was kindly re­
membered by her pupils here. She 
was made the recipient Friday 
afternoon of a bound set of Rollins’ 
Ancient History, four volumes, and 
of several other useful and orna­
mental articles. Miss Williams 
thoroughly appreciates the gifts 
kindly bestowed by her former 
pupils and heartily wishes them all 
a very “Merry Christmas,” con­
tinued success at their studies, and 
long, useful, and happy lives.
The Storm Destructive in Norriton.
The storm accompanying the 
flood, Saturday night, was very 
severe in Norriton and adjacent 
townships. At Joseph Heebner’s 
place a windmill was- overturned 
and a portion of the roof torn off the 
barn. On Hunsberger’s premises 
above Norritonville, the glass win­
dows of the house were broken, the 
door was blown off the barn, and 
the gable end of the barn was car­
ried away. A chicken house was 
blown a considerable distance and 
wrecked, some of the chickens being 
killed. George Blattner’s barn was 
minus a roof Sunday morning, and 
the outbuildings were removed from 
their foundations, r
A Decem ber Flood.
Wide devastation was wrought by 
the flood of Saturday night in north­
ern and northwestern Pennsylvania. 
In this vicinity the.heavy rain was 
the cause of no. sferious damage. 
The Perkiomen river was greatly 
swollen beyond its banks. But in 
many parts of the State railway 
tracks were washed out, and rail­
way bridges destroyed. Several 
lives were lost. Many collieries 
were flooded. It is estimated that 
over one million dollars ’ worth of 
property was destroyed in this 
State and New York. ‘ The collieries 
in this State were damaged to the 
extent of $500,000 and 50,000 men 
are temporarily out of work as a con­
sequence.
A Successful Social.
Notwithstanding the exceedingly 
inclement weather, Saturday eve­
ning, there was a fair attendance at 
the Social of the Ladies’Aid Society 
in the basement of Trinity church, 
this borough, and the event proved 
to be a success. The literary and 
musical program as follows reached 
a standard of excellence that was 
much appreciated: Piano solos, Miss 
Ida Robison; Recitation, Miss Alma 
Clamer; Vocal solos, Miss Sara 
Hendricks; Recitations, Miss Grace 
Gristock. Ice cream and a choice 
variety of cakes were served at the 
end of the program. F. G. Hobson 
Esq., announced on behalf of Mrs. 
Adele Miller, Treasurer of the Com­
mittee, that the contributions to the 
Social amounted to $71, with a num­
ber of contributions to ! hear from. 
Since Saturday evening the total 
sum has been increased to $87, and 
the ladies of Trinity church are 
much gratified with the results of 
their laudable undertaking.
Items From Trappe.
Don’t fail to hear what Rev. For­
rest Dager, D. D., has to say about 
the “Shams of Society” in the Luth­
eran church, this (Thursday) eve- 
ning.
The subject of the lecture deliv­
ered by Rev. W. O. Fegely in Trin-1 
ity Lutheran church, Perkasie, 
Wednesday evening of last week, 
was “Ways and Means.”
Proprietor Beckman, of the Foun­
tain Inn, is introducing new and at­
tractive bar-room fixtures, includ­
ing a large French plate mirror be­
hind the bar.
Thomas Slutterer is on the sick 
list.
Joseph Gander, of near Mingo, is 
critically ill and is not expected to 
recover.
Paist & Schrack haye completed 
their street contract and the main 
boulevard of the old town now pre­
sents an attractive and substantial 
appearance.
Miss Sarah Pugh entertained the 
members of thè Y. P. S. C. E., of 
the Reformed church, at her home, 
Wednesday evening of last week.
Calvin Weil, from Limerick 
Square has rented the blacksmith 
shop at Beckman’s hotel.
Geo. W. Seanor sold 900 turkeys, 
700 chickens and 270 pigs and 
shoats at Beckman’s hotel, last 
Monday. A few extra fine large 
turkeys can be supplied at Beck­
man’s at market price.
Frederick Fry, of this borough, 
was seen on the Rialto in Philadel­
phia, Saturday. He also visited the 
Bijou and was delighted with the 
sights he saw and the sounds he 
heard. He will remain with a sis­
ter in the city during the holidays, 
and then return home refreshed and 
rejuvenated.
Jacob Espenship, the oldest citi­
zen of this borough and vicinity, 
died Thursday at the advanced age 
of 92 years. For many years he 
had resided in the neighborhood 
and maintained up to within a short 
time of his death the use of all his 
faculties. He was a man of remark­
able physical stamina. One daugh­
ter, Annie, survives the deceased. 
The funeral will be held this Thurs­
day at 10 a. m. Interment in the 
old Evangelical cemetery, this bor­
ough ; undertaker . F. Shalkop in 
charge of the remains. •
, If you would liave an appetite like a bear 
and a relish for your meals take Chamber­
lains Stomach and Liver Tablets. They cor­
rect disorders of the stomach and regulate 
the liver and bowels. Price 25 cents. Sam­
ples free, at W. P. Fenton’s store.
Reported for the I ndependent by George 
W. Bartholomew, of Ambler.
T H E  A N N U A L  S E S S IO N  O F  T H E  
STATE G R A N G E .
The annual session of the State 
Grange or Patrons of Husbandry 
was held at Johnstown Pa., con­
vening December 10, 1901 at 2.30 
p. m., Worthy Master W. F. Hill of 
Crawford county presiding. After 
organizing and an address by the 
Worthy Master, a recess was taken 
for the purpose of viewing objects 
of interest in and about the city, 
chief of which is the Cambria Iron 
and Steel Works. This tour of in­
spection was under the personal 
supervision of Mayor Woodruff, 
who, as well as other members of 
the committee on entertainment did 
all in their power to make the visi­
ting delegates comfortable and 
happy while in their smoky city. 
On Tuesday evening an open meet­
ing was held and largely attended, 
at which the Mayor of the city de­
livered an interesting address of 
welcome which was responded to 
by brother Thomas bf Cambria 
county. The committee on enter­
tainment furnished each delegate 
with a neat badge as a souvenir of 
the occasion, having a likeness of 
the broken South Fork dam as it 
now is, on a polished surface. 
Wednesday morning opened with a 
full attendance of delegates from 
almost every county in the state. 
Many important subjects were dis­
cussed. The oleo question as usual 
stirred up a spirited debate with 
more or less feeling manifested at 
times especially on the report of the 
Legislative committee referring 
thereto and censuring Secretary 
Hamilton for not doing his duty in 
failing to stamp out the traffic in 
colored oleo, especially in and about 
Pittsburgf It was with pleasure 
that I listened to brother Jason 
Sexton of Montgomery, vigorous 
and eloquent on the side of reform. 
The result of this argument was the 
adoption of the report without 
amendment. Many other questions 
were discussed with interest and 
intelligence, showing that the 
farmers of the old Keystone State 
are keeping up with the times. A 
beautiful and appropriate memorial 
on the death of the former Chaplain 
Laubach and sister Anna M. Hol­
stein, the latter of Montgomery 
county, was read by a well known 
Grange worker—sister Hettie Y. 
Hallowell, chairman of this com­
mittee, and also of Montgomery 
county. Previous to the adoption 
of which fitting tributes were ex­
pressed—eulogistic of reverend 
brother and the kind and remark­
able woman, so well known in our 
county and whose death was so 
universally mourned. Johnstown 
being a place of interest to almost 
every citizen of this commonwealth, 
a few lines in reference to it may be 
appropriate. Located in Cambria 
county on the main line of the 
Pennsylvania railroad about 265 
miles from Philadelphia and about 
90 miles this side of Pittsburg, 
Although in the mountain region it 
is much lower than Cresson at the 
summit, and where the railroad 
crosses the descent from the latter 
place is gradual to Johnstown. The 
city proper is built mainly in the 
valleys of the Conemaugh and Stony 
creeks, whose cobfluence is near 
the centre of the western part. Its 
extent is about 5 miles in this 
direction and varying in width as to 
the base of the mountain from either 
stream. It contains many fine build­
ings, stores, hotels etc., the Cam­
bria works mentioned above, being 
the main support of its thousands 
of wage earners. I found two 
young men, former eastern ac­
quaintances, holding responsible 
positions with this Company, one a 
division superintendent, the other 
a draughtsman. Many have for­
gotten the date, but all Pennsyl­
vania remember the event of May 
31, 1889, when the now famous 
South Fork dam broke and pre­
cipitated, with a force utterly in­
comprehensible, almost the entire 
body of water behind the 80 foot 
dam, the length of the lake being 
5 miles. For 14 miles down to the 
fated city sped the death-dealing 
monster, destroying much property 
and sacrificing from three to four 
thousand human lives. One needs 
but to walk a few squares from the 
Main stret, step into a queer looking 
car that is hoisted up the mountain 
side by two strong cables, and the 
600 foot rise is nearly perpendicular 
that I studiously avoided the 
thought of it during the ascent 
looking back on the smoky city. At 
the top one is surprised to find a 
fine stretch of beautiful landscape, 
with as fine farms as we are used to 
seeing in old Montgomery. Walk­
ing 20 minutes to the South brings 
us to the most interesting spot in 
the city—the. cemetery—in which 
lie buried the remains of those who 
perished on that eventful day. It 
stretches far southward and is 
skirted on the north and toward the 
city by a mountain road with loops 
retracements, making it compara­
tively easy traveling and giving it 
a picturesque appearance. A plot 
in the western section of the ceme­
tery contains all that is mortal of 
800 unidentified victims. The un­
lettered head stones being system­
atically arranged so as to be in 
exact line from any point of view. 
Nearby is erected a marble base 
supporting a finely chisled repre­
sentation of a female with uplifted 
hand and finger, admonishing all to 
be prepared for any impending 
doom. When we compare the cheer­
fulness, the hopes, the sunshine of 
that 'May-day morning nearly 
thirteen yearS^ago, with what was 
wrought before the sun disappeared 
behind the mountain that now 
holds its victims, we are reminded 
of the uncertainty of existence and 
the mutability of earthly things. 
The convention adjourned on Fri­
day morning at 10 o’clock, and the 
delegates were soon being carried 
up the mountain and around the 
horse shoe bend and on to more 
familiar scenes.
PAR TISAN PR A Y E R S .
From the New York Times.
General Ballington Booth, of the 
Volunteers of America told a story, 
at the annual meeting of his organi­
zation, of a Methodist prayer meet­
ing held on the East side during 
the Mayoralty campaign. In the 
midst of a prayer, he said, one 
pious brother said:
“O Lord, we pray Thee that the 
Democratic party may hang together 
in the coming election.”
“Amen! answer prayer, Lord,” 
put in a Republican who was near.
“But I do not mean it as the Re­
publican brother means it, Lord. I 
pray that we may hang together in 
concord and accord,” continued the 
Democrat.
“Amen, Lord,” again said the 
Republican. “Any ’cord, so long 
as they hang!”
Laudable Pension System.
The Reading Railway Company 
has inaugurated a laudable pension 
system for faithful employes—to be 
retired after doing service for the 
Company fifty years or more. Their 
names will be retained on the pay 
rolls aDd the pension will be fixed 
on the basis of 50 per cent, of wages 
received at the time of their retire­
ment in case the 50 per cent, does 
not amount to more than $30.
M A IN E ’S W E A L TH  IN  D E E R  
A N D  M O O S E .
From the Lewiston Evening Journal.
Aroostook county alone is larger 
than the State of Connecticut, and 
Piscataquis county is 500 square 
miles larger than the States of 
Rhode Island and Delaware com­
bined. The moose and deer of 
Maine have an area of 15,000 square 
miles, and forests to roam about in. 
At the average of $100 apiece 10,- 
000 sportsmen would leave $1,000,- 
000 here in Maine every season, and 
a good authority has placed the 
amount at $2,500,000. About 10,- 
000 deer are killed each year by 
sportsmen in Maine, but yet they 
come.
A LAKE’S JA W B R E A K IN G  N A M E . 
From the Engineer.
The town of Webster, Mass., has 
always been proud of the beautiful 
little lake within its limits, but 
never boasted of the jawbreaking 
name by which it is known. The 
lake has the longest and most uti- 
pronouncable name of any in the 
world, and residents and visitors 
who pass the summer on its shores 
and islands are quietly suggesting 
a substitute for the unwieldy Indian 
term which for many years has 
been applied to this body of water. 
The full name of the lake is Chargog- 
gagoggmanchogagoggagungamaug ; 
but the residents have contracted it 
to Chubunaungamaug.
T H E  DO G  AT T H E  'P H O N E  
From the New York Sun.
Trusty is a dog. His mistress is 
a professional nurse and lives with 
her mother. They have a telephone.
When the nurse is detained by 
her business away from home over 
night, she ’phones to her mother to 
relieve the latter’s anxiety. The 
other night after talking with her 
mother over the wire she asked 
about Trusty.
The dog was by the side of the 
mother. The mother ’phoned that 
fact to her daughter, who ’phoned 
back to have the receiver placed at 
Trusty’s e£r.
This was done and the mistress 
of the dog talked to him. That he 
recognized her voice was evident, 
for he barked and appeared over­
joyed. After the receiver was hung 
up Trusty jumped toward it and 
acted as if he wanted it taken down. 
During the night he lay near the 
telephone and frequently looked up 
at the receiver and whined.
In the morning he sat before it 
and howled until his mistress was 
called up. She commanded him to 
keep quiet, and not until then did 
he go away.
C O N C E A L E D  W E A P O N S .
REMARKABLE DISCOVERY MADE BY A 
JUDGE IN  A GEORGIA COURT ROOM. 
From the New England Magazine.
Georgia has a stringent law for­
bidding its citizens to carry pistols 
on pain of forfeiting the weapons 
and paying a fine of $50 or being 
imprisoned for thirty days. Shortly 
■after the passage of this enactment, 
Judge Lester was holding court in 
a little town, when suddenly he 
suspended the trial of a case by 
ordering the Sheriff to lock the 
doors of the Court House.
“Gentlemen,” said the Judge, 
when the doors were closed, “I 
have just seen a pistol on a man in 
this room, and I cannot reconcile it 
to my sense of duty to let such a 
violation of the law pass unnoticed. 
I ought perhaps to go before the 
grand jury and indict him, but if 
that man will walk up to this stand 
and lay his pistol and a fine of $1 
down here, I will let him off this* 
time. ”
The Judge paused, and a lawyer 
sitting just before him got up, 
slipped his hand into a hip pocket, 
drew out a neat, ivory-handled six- 
shooter and laid it with $1 down 
upon the stand. .
“This is all right,” said the 
Judge, “but you are not the man 
X saw with the pistol.”
Upon this another lawyer arose 
and laid down a Colt's revolver and 
a dollar bill before the Judge, who 
repeated his former observation. 
The process went dn until nineteen 
pistols of all kind and sizes and 
shapes lay upon the stand, together 
with $19. by their side, i The Judge 
laughed as he complimented the 
nineteen delinquents upon being 
men of business, but he added that 
the man whom he had seen with the 
pistol had not yet come up, and 
glancing at the far side of the court, 
he continued:
“I ’ll give him one minute to ac­
cept my proposition, and if he fails, 
I will hand him over to the Sheriff. ’ ’ 
Immediately two men from the 
back of the court arose and began 
to move toward the Judge’s stand. 
Once they stopped to look at each 
other, and then, coming slowly for­
ward, laid down their pistols and 
their dollars. As they turned their 
backs, the Judge said:
“This man with the black 
whiskers is the one that I originally 
saw. ” _______.
Food Changed to Poison.
Putrefying food in the Intestines produces 
effects like those of arsenic, but Dr. King’s 
New Life Pills expel the poisons from 
clogged bowels, gently, easily but surely, 
curing Constipation, Biiiousness, Headache, 
Fevers, all Liver, Kidney and Bowei 
troubles. Only 25c. at J. W. Culbert’s drug 
store.
W A N T E D .Lot of first crop clover hay. Ap­
ply to  E. BECKMAN,
11-21, Fountain Inn, Trappe, Pa.




Will be sold a t  public sale, on THURS­
DAY, DECEMBER 19, 1901, a t  Baker’s 
Lamb Hotel, Trappe, 600 turkeys of the 
<YT~v best tha t have been in the market 
■ 1 J  this year. Also a lot of chickens 
and 125 shoats. Sale a t 9.30 a. m., sharp. 
_ MURRAY MOORE.
J • G. Fetterolf, auct. H. H. Robison and 
C. U. Bean, clerks.
r jm o  DAYS SALE OF
Poultry and Cows !
chickens, 100 ’ducks and 
o’clock a. m., and on 50 geese, a t 9
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23,
25 extra Lebanon county cows, most of 
them fresh with calves by their sides. Sale 
a t 1 o’clock p. m. Conditions by
FRANK SCHWENK.
F. H. Peterman, auct.
pUBUIC SALE OF VALUABLE
REAL ESTATE !
Will be sold a t public sale, on THURS­
DAY, DECEMBER 26, 1901, on the prem­
ises, in Lower Providence township, Mont­
gomery county, the following described 
real estate of the late John Rittenhouse, 
deceased : A fertile farm containing 65 
acres of land in an excellent state of culti­
vation. First-class improvements con-
Â sisting of' a three-story brick house (dashed), with 3 rooms on first floor, 3 rooms on second floor, and 2 rooms and attic on third floor! Hot and cold spring water in 
basement and on first and second floors: 
summer kitchen, etc. Large stone and 
frame barn 72x48 feet, with stabling for 25 
cows and 6 horses; wagon house, corn- 
crib, slaughter house, and all necessary 
outbuildings. Ample supply of pure spring 
water, large apple orchard, ample variety 
of other fruit trees and vines. This is a 
high grade farm in all respects—the build­
ings are large, substantial, convenient, 
and in excellent condition. The land is 
highly productive and is under good fences. 
The property fronts on the Ridge pike 
where trolley cars running between Nor­
ristown and Collegeville are in hourly 
operation in winter, and half hourly in 





Mrs. Margaret R. Knipe, attorney.




Will be sold a t public sale, on FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 27, 1901, a t 10 o’clock, a. m., 
on the premises in Upper Providence town­
ship, one-half mile west of Collegeville, a 
productive dairy farm containing 126 
acres, bounded by lands of John G. Got­
wals, Wm. Prizer, Charles Gennaria and 
others, and a public road leading from 
Collegeville t  o Phoenixville. The improve­
ments are a very substantial stone house,
a  with 9 rooms and attic. Stone bam, 85x40 ft., with two floors; 16 ft. overshoot the entire length. Hog bouse, plenty of implement and wagon room; new double corn crib, 
and all necessary outbuildings. Spring- 
house over neverfailing spring, large gar­
den with plenty of currants and raspber­
ries, &e.; 50 peach trees just beginning to 
bear, apple orchard in thriving condition, 
together with 50 pear and 50 cherry trees 
of every variety; walnut, shellbark, chest­
nut trees. Good land in fair state of culti­
vation, convenient fields, nearly all fences 
in good condition; 15 acres of meadow 
land, water in every field, running water 
a t house and barn. A rare opportunity 
for any one desiring a delightfully located 
and productive farm, especially suited for 
dairy or stock raising purposes, and to be 
sold to the highest bidder. A portion of 
the money can remain a t 5 per cent.
Also a t the same time and place will he 
sold the following personal property : 18 
cows—extra milkers; a number of them 
home raised, and in profit. Stock 
bull. Brown mare, 9 years, a good g ILTY 
worker and driver; double set work nar- 
ness, set express harness, 1700 lb. Jarret- 
town hay wagon, in good order, seat and 
3 locks; fallingtop buggy, nearly new; 
dumping wagon, grain drill, hay tedder, 
hay rake, milk sled, fodder cutter, grain 
fan, cornsheller with cleaning attachment, 
corn planter, 2 hay forks with complete 
attachments, Osborne reaper, roller, horse 
power, thresher and cleaner, in good or­
der; spring harrow, spike harrow, culti­
vators, plows, forked chain, single and 
double trees, cow, timber and other chains, 
grain bags, seed sower, grindstone, post 
axe and auger, post spade, broad axe, 3 
ladders, one 26 ft. long; forks, shovels, &c. 
Also a lot of excellent hay by the ton, rye 
straw  by the hundred Veight, 200 bushels 
of ear corn, 2000 bundles of extra fodder. 
Also a No. 8 cook stove, nearly new, with 
pipe and fixtures; parlor heater, top feed; 
farmers’ boiler, large kitchen cupboard, 
lot of 20 and 30 qt. milk cans, churns, many 
other articles—for a clean-up positive sale. 
Sale a t  10 o,clock, a. m. Conditions by 
GEO. W. BARTHOLOMEW, Agt.
P. O., Ambler, Pa. 
John G. Fetterolf, auct. B . W. Weikel, clerk.
Fo r  sa l e .White Wyandotte Roosters, of pure 
prize winning strains, for breeders. Ap­
ply to JOSEPH UMSTEAD,
12-5 Oaks, Pa.
Fo r  sa l e  o r  r e n t .A French-roof house with 8 rooms, in 
upper part of Trappe. Immediate posess- 
ion given. Apply to 
12-11. J. K. BEAYER, Trappe, Pa.
F o r  r e n t .The Garden Spot Farm near Port 
Providence on Penna. Schuylkill Valley 
R. R. For particulars address Mrs. Emma 
S. Casselberry, 1715 Sydenham Street, 
Philadelphia, or
JOSEPH FITZWATER,.
11-21. Port Providence, Pa.
F o r  r e n t .Farm of 43 acres in Lower Providence; or will lease house and garden and several 
acres of land if desired, to tenant owning 
a horse. Rent may be worked out on 
farm. C. TYSON KRATZ,
11j28. 1039 DeKalb St., Norristown, Pa.
E st a t e  n o tic e .Estate of Forrest Cornog, late of 
Mont Clare, Upper Providence township, 
Montgomery oounty, deceased. Letters 
testamentary upon above estate having 
been granted to the undersigned, notice is 
hereby given that all persons indebted to 
the same are requested to make immediate 
settlement,- and those having claims will 
promptly present the same for settlement 
to ALICE SCHRACK, Executrix, 
12-5. Mont Clare, Pa.
E st a t e  n o t ic e .Estate of Joseph Campbell, late of Lower Providence township, Montgomery 
county, deceased. Letters testamentary 
on the above estate having been granted 
the undersigned, all persons indebted to 
said estate are requested to make immedi­
ate payment, and those having legal 
claims, to present the same without delay 
to MATILDA CAMPBELL, Executrix, 
Areola, Pa.
Or her attorney, Geo. W. Zimmerman, 
Norristown, Pa. 11-7.
N o t ic e  to  g u n n e r s .The undersigned hereby give notice 
tha t gunners and sportsmen are forbidden 
to trespass upon their premises in quest of 
game :
Wm. Prizer, Collegeville.
A. D. Reiff, “
D. H, Grubb, “
David -Buokwalter, Collegeville.
F. Cl Prizer, “
H. K. Boyer, Lower Providence and 
Skippack.
Jacob Weidenbach, Upper Providence. 
Mrs. C. E. Longacre, “
Davis Raudenhush, “
D. H. Casselberry, Lower Providence, 
Skippack, and Upper Providence. 
Theo. Hallman, Lower Providence.
M. A. Fry, “ “
Peter Saylor, “
Dr. S. M. Plush, “ “
Frank Deeds,
Dr. M. Y. Weber, “ “
■ Mary Ann Davis, “
R. N. Wanner, “ “
J. K. Harley, Trappe.
A. W. Zollers, Skippack,
f
1
R A IL R O A D S .
Philadelphia &  
R ead in g  Railway
Engines Bum Hard Coal—No Smoke
IN EFFECT NOVEMBER 17,1901.
Trains Leave Collegeville.
Fob P ebkiombn J unction , Bbidoeport 
a n d  Phila delphia—Week days—6.26. 8.12 
11.80 a. m.; 5.59 p. m. Sundays—6.89 
it. m.; 6.13 p m.
Fob Allentown—Week days—7.14,10.05 
a. m.; 3.19, 6 35, p. m. Sundays—8.30 a. 
m.; 7.39 p. m.
Trains For Collegeville.
Leave Ph ila delphia—Week days—6.04, 
8.58 a. m.; 1.36, 5 21, p. m. Sundays—7.06 
a. m.; 6.21 p. ra.
L e a v e  Bridoeport—Week days —6.41, 
9.86 a. m.; 2.19, 5.59, p. m. Sundays—7.45
а. m.; 6.59 p. m.
Leave Perkiomen J unction—Week days 
—6 58, 9.50 a. m.; 2.40, 6.18, p. m. Sun­
days—8.04 a. m.; 7.17 p. m.
Leave Allentown  — Week days—4.25,
б. 50,9.45 a. m.; 4.35 p. m. Sunday—4.35 
a. m.; 4.35 p. m.
ATLANTIC CITY DIVISION.
IN  EFFECT DECEMBER 8 ,  1901.
Leave Philadelphia, Chestnut Street wharf 
and South Street wharf, for Atlantic City : 
Weekdays—Express, 9.00 a m , 2.00, 4.00, 
5.00, 7.15 p m. Accommodation, 8.00 a m.,
5.15 p. in. Sundays—Express, 9.00. 10 00 
a. m , 7.15 p. m. Accommodation, 8.00 a. 
m., 5 00 p m.
Leave Atlantic City Depot—Weekdays— 
Express, 7 3"., 9 00, 10.15 ». m., 2 50, 5.80 
p .  m. Accommodation, 6.25 a. m., 8 50 p. 
m. Sundays—Express, 1015 a. m., 4.30, 
7.30 p. in. Accommodation, 7.15 a m , 4.05 
p. in.
Parlor cars on all express trains.
LEAVE PHILADELPHIA.
For Cape May and Ocean City—Weekdays 
8 45 a. m., 415 p. m. Sundays—Chestnut 
Street 8.45, South Street 8.30 a m.
New York and Atlantic City Express, 
leaves New York (Liberty Street) 9.40 a. m 
3.40 p. m.
Leave Atlantic City—Weekdays—8.30 a m.
2.15 p. m.
Detailed time tables at ticket offices.
W. G. BE8LER, EDSON J. WEEKS, 
Gen’l Superintendent. Gen’l Pass. Agent.
THE NAMES OF DOGS
All That Can be Known 
or Discovered
About a Real Estate Title the Montgomery 
Trust Gompany knows and discovers 
through its force of skilled lawyers, devot­
ing themselves to title examinations.
All that is unknowable and undiscover- 
able, this company insures against with a 
guarantee.
No buyer is justified in dispensing with 
such protection.
T ie M i t p e r y  Trust Company,
110  W E S T  M A IN  S T R E E T , 
NORRISTOWN, PA.
CO L L E G E V IL L E  N E W S  S T A N D  Daily and Sunday papers, periodicals, 
magazines, etc., for sale. Orders for books, 
papers, reading material, qte., taken, 
promptly supplied. Segars, tobacco, pipes, 
&c. Candies in variety. F ruit in season. 
Papers served by carrier through College­
ville. S. S. AUGEE,
10-17-3m. Newsdealer.
W E S T  E N D
Marble ¿sn Granite Works
N O R R IS T O W N , P A .
( o .  h e n r y  f i s h e r ’s  o l d  s t a n d . )
Every facility for executing first- 
class cemetery work. All designs, in
Marble and Granite.
Orders promptly filled. You will 
save from 5 to 10 per cent, in mak­
ing your selections at the WEST 
END MARBLE WORKS.
H. E. Brandt, Proprietor,
Formerly of Royersford,
702  704  W. Marshall St.
NORRISTOWN, PA.
FRANK W: SHALK0P,
(Successor to John S. Kepler,)
Undertaker >  Embalmer
TRAPPE, PA.
I will have the assistance of Daniel Shuler, 
an undertaker of many years’ experience, 
and shall spare no effort to meet the fullest 
expectations of those who will entrust me to 
serve them.
i^ -W ill meet trains at all Stations. Or­
ders received by telephone or telegraph. 5 2
G r e a t  S la u g h te r  in  P r ic e s  !—Foi 
the next 30 days I will reduce Hand-made 
Harness to Factory Prices. Any one order- 
1 ng harness in the next 30 days may have the 
benefit of these prices,—everything else In 
proportion. Blankets, Saddles, Bridles, Boots, 
Whips, Stable Brooms, Combs, Brushes, etc- 
Also a lot of choice grade Cigars. Bb? 
trade a specialty.
W .  E JOHNSON,
PROVIDENCE SQUARE, PA
W hen in Norristown, Pa.,




I 5 p ”’ First-class Aoeommodations for Man 
and Beast-
Stabling for 100 horses. Rates reasonable. 
Both English and German spoken,
P. K. Gable, Proprietor.
FROM WHENCE THE VARIOUS BREEDS 
DERIVE THEIR TITLES.
A Difference of Opinion as to the 
Trne Origin of tlie Term Grey­
hound—Tlie Popular Name of Spita 
Is Founded on an E r r o r ,
Few  people would imagine th a t the 
popular black and tan, every terrier In 
fact, owes Its nam e to Its habit of fol­
lowing game into burrows In the earth, 
which has teiya for its Latin  equiva­
lent. The word in the course of time 
gradually became metamorphosed Into 
terrier.
The Island of Skye Is responsible for 
the designation of the “Skye” breed of 
terriers, inasmuch as a t  one tim e it 
was alm ost exclusively raised there. I t  
is not difficult to  trace the origin of 
“Dandy Dlnmont” as a title for a cer­
ta in  celebrated breed of terriers, the 
original of the type having been de­
picted by Sir W alter Scott as the fa­
vorite of a character bearing th a t 
nam e In his “Guy Mannering.”
The fox terrier was so called owing 
to  its having been a t one tim e an ap­
pendage to  every pack of foxhounds. 
In  many cases It Is still considered a 
necessary adjunct. The little fellows 
are always up within a minute or two 
of running to ground and assist In no 
small way In the capture of the fox.
The derivation of the term  “blood­
hound” Is fairly obvious. In  ancient 
and Indeed In comparatively recent 
tim es these dogs were employed in the 
exercise of their peculiar power of 
scenting blood both of men and ani­
mals. Once put upon the trail they 
will hunt the quarry to the death, sel­
dom If ever deviating from their 
course.
Not long ago there w as a great trial 
of man hunting by bloodhounds In the 
criminal catching Interest, but the Idea 
Is repellant and, It may safely be said, 
will never become popular.
W hen in olden tim es stag  hunting 
prevailed as a favorite amusement of 
the  nobility and gentry, the dogs used 
in the sport—p art greyhounds, part 
bloodhounds—were given the name of 
staghounds. In  like manner fox­
hounds trained to hunt the "knave of 
the brush” gained their distinctive ap­
pellation from th a t fact.
There Is a  learned dispute as to the 
tru e  origin of the term  greyhound, 
some authorities Insisting th a t the pre­
fix “grey” Is derived from “graicus,” 
meaning “Greek,” while others claim 
th a t It signifies “great,” still others 
saying th a t It has reference to the  col­
or of the animal. In no other breed of 
hounds does the blue or gray color so 
predominate; consequently the last 
mentioned derivation appears to  be the 
most plausible.
T hat harriers are principally used In 
hunting hares accounts easily for their 
given name.
The title “beagle,” applied to a rabbit 
hating breed, is probably derived from 
th e 'C e ltic  “beag” or “bige” or the 
W elsh “back,” signifying “little,” they 
really being a small species of hound.
A pointer gets Its name from its hab­
it of pointing a t game w ith Its nose. 
The setter is so called from a similar 
habit,- excepting th a t it crouches in 
place of standing under sim ilar cir­
cumstances.
Dalm atian or carriage dogs, popu­
larly known as “plum pudding” dogs, 
were, It is said, first bred In Dalmatia, 
bu t It Is as carriage or coach dogs th a t 
they are best known. This arises from 
the  fac t th a t they are, as a  rule, kept 
In stables and nearly always seen run­
ning a fte r carriages.
Spitz or Pomeranian dogs, a  variety 
of the Eskimo, were first bred In Prus­
sian Pomerania. The popular name of 
Spitz Is an error founded on the un­
w arranted  notion th a t the ir original 
breeding place w as Spltzbergen.
Spaniels, the breed of which are le­
gion, evidently first came from Spain; 
hence their distinctive name. A small 
variety of th is animal w as ardently 
adm ired by our Charles II., from which 
circumstance arose the  designation of 
his pets, known the world over as the 
King Charles.
Greatly resembling the la tte r In form 
and general appearance are the Blen­
heim or Marlborough spaniels. These 
get their English name from Blenheim 
palace, Oxfordshire, the seat of the 
Marlboroughs, where since the “great 
duke's” tim e the breed has been reli­
giously preserved.
The term  applied to a  very large and 
powerful species of the canine family 
Is open to much controversy, the word 
“mastiff” originating a  considerable 
conflict of opinion w ith regard to the 
origin of the word.
The Italian  “mastlno” and the 
French “m astln” have both claims as 
, good derivatives, both signifying “large 
[ limbed.” These words, or either of 
them, were, It Is contended, gradually 
corrupted Into “masty,” a Lincolnshire 
expression meaning very large, mus­
cular or big, until It In course of time 
and by degrees assumed its present 
‘form. There Is yet another derivative 
In the German “massen,” to fatten, 
because tbe mastiff is a large dog and 
therefore needs more and better feed­
ing than  any other.
Poodle, though of French associa­
tion, Is really derived from the German 
“pudel,” a puddle or pool. Originally 
German, this dog got Its nam e proba­
bly because of Its being closely allied 
in species to w hat is know as the wa­
te r dog. More amenable to training 
than any other, It is w ithout doubt the 
most Intelligent of the  whole canine 
race.
Collie is from the Gaelic word “cul- 
lean,” or puppy. I t  Is also, and more 
frequently in Scotland, called the shep­
herd dog, gaining »its nam e from the 
Ifact of Its being set to w atch sheep.— 
London Tit-Bits.
H IS  C U R E  F O R  R E D  T A P E .
A Chicago Man Collects a BUI at an 
Office Where They Had System.
Stories of the red tape In the govern­
ment departm ents a t  W ashington are 
common, bu t they are not the only 
places where delays In the transaction 
of business are found. There are con­
cerns In every large city so hemmed 
In by red tape th a t It may take a  week 
or so to untangle It, and a  Chicago 
man ran  Into one o f  them not long ago.
The concern owed him a  little mon­
ey, and a fte r waiting awhile for a 
check he went to collect it. H e didn’t  
go far, however, for he w as stopped 
by a  boy a t  the outer door of the first 
of the many offices.
“W hat do you w ant?” asked the boy.
“Money,” said the man.
"W hat for?” demanded the boy.
The man explained, and thereupon 
the boy told him th a t all such accounts 
were paid Saturdays a t  the cashier’s 
office. So the man came back Satur­
day.
“Don’t  know anything about it,” said 
the cashier. “Yofl’ll have to get an  or­
der from some one.”
Then the man started  out afte r the 
order and promptly ran  up against the 
boy again.
“W rite out your nam e and th e  na­
ture of your business,” said the boy, 
“and I ’ll take It In to Mr. Smith.”
The man did as h§ wqg „told, §nd
USE TÜE VEGETABLE DIARRHOEA MIXTURE
25 CENTS PER BOTTLE.
SÜßE CORN CURE, : 10  CENTS PER BOTTLE.
Use UR. HESS’ PAN-A-CE-A for Diseases in Poultry.
----- S O L I D  - A .T -----






In Steam, Hot 
Water, and 
Hot Air.
Sanitary Plumbing and Gas F it t ing  in all its 
Branches. Mercer Boilers, Active Fortune Ranges, -̂
Cottage Boilers, Gas and Gasoline Engines ; Rider, 
and Erricsson’s H ot A ir Pumping Engines.
E S T IM A T E S  F U R N IS H E D  ON A P P L IC A T IO N .
M A I N  S T . ,  C O L L E G E V I L L E ,  P A .
UP-TO-DATE STYLES AND THOUSAND TO 
SELECT FROM i
We are Manufacturers and Wholesalers. 
SOFT HATS, 50c. to |2.50.
STIFF HATS, $i.00 to |2.50.
BOYS HATS and CAPS, 25c. and 50c.
TRACEY, the Hatter,
263 High St., Pottstown. 38 Main St-> Norristown.
Y ou C an Do as
Well and decidedly better than
—— Y ou = —
Can anywhere else by placing your orders with us. We defy competi­
tion and onr work will
Please
you. Try us.
Cemetery work in all its branches. No contract too large or too 
small for us. All work guaranteed as represented. Finest stock and 
designs to select from.
H ~r O A "\7T FV D  Proprietor o f MARBLE WORKS, . Li, b  I LUK, COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
word came back tn a t Mr. sm itn  dian t 
know anything a t all about I t  
“If  I  can see Mr. Smith half a min­
ute,” suggested the man, “I  think I  
can straighten the m atter out.”
“Mr. Smith has no time to-see you,” 
answered the boy, “but maybe Mr. 
Jones knows something about It.”
Mr. Jones was equally Inaccessible. 
Another boy guarded the outer door 
for him, and another statem ent had 
to be w ritten out and sent In to him, 
which resulted In the announcement 
th a t Mr. Jones didn’t  know anything 
about it.
“Can’t  I see anybody In this office?” 
demanded the m an In desperation. 
“I t ’s only a small m atter, and If I could 
get hold of some one in authority  I 
could straighten it out In less than  two 
minutes.”
“Nix,” answered the boy. “Can’t  see 
anybody here unless he knows about 
your business first.”
The man next tried  w riting a letter, 
but It remained unanswered, so he 
w ent back in person. By this tim e he 
had become Interested as well as Indig­
nant. H e w anted to  see how much 
tim e and labor It would take to get the 
money.
On the second trip  luck favored him. 
Workmen were changing some office 
partitions, and he managed to  slip 
through when no one w as looking and 
get hold of a man a t  one of the desks.
“How about It?” he asked when he 
had stated  his business.
“Everything here,” replied the man 
a t  the  desk, *Ti done according to a 
system. Now, if anything Is due you 
you should make out a bill in regular 
form and”—
“Make out a bill!” cried the .amateur 
collector. “H ang It all! I  can’t  get a 
chance to present a blU to any one.” 
However, th a t seemed to be the only 
thing left for him to do,«so he departed 
to  make out a  bill, and while he was 
doing It he kept getting warm er and 
w arm er until he reached a point where 
he made the bill “for services rendered, 
$157.” Then he returned to the office 
and gave It to the first boy he met.
“I ’ll bet th a t will wake them up,” he 
said to himself.
I t  did. The boy w as back Inside of 
two minutes w ith the message th a t 
“Mr. Smith says It Is exorbitant. . H e 
called up the right departm ent through 
the office phone and w as told the 
am ount due w as only $7.”
“Of course,” said the man w ith the 
bill, “but I  wanted to get action on it 
some way. You tell Mr. Smith that 
there Is a  discount of $150 for cash.” 
Word came back th a t a  check would 
be mailed th a t afternoon, and It was. 
A11 of which shows th a t there is a  way 
to  wake up a  red tape office.—Chicago 
In ter Ocean. *
An Easy Job.
A certain member of parliament has 
expressed a  pronounced disbelief in 
most of the wonderful tales told of the 
precocity of children. He contends 
th a t the stories are usually manufac­
tured by older persons, with the sole 
object of making amusing reading. 
Once In awhile, however, his theory re-' 
celves a  setback by something In his 
own experiences, and he confesses tha t 
he has come across some genuine hu­
mor and some unconscious witticisms. 
One such was brought to his notice 
very recently.
A Sunday school examination was in 
progress, and the examining visitor 
put-this question:
“W hat did Moses do for a  living 
while he was w ith Jethro?”
Following a  long silence a  little voice 
piped up from the back of the room: 
“Please, sir, he married one of Je th­
ro’s daughters.”
KEEPS THE MERCURY UP.
COAL THAT IS GOOD—and that means 
any coal sold by us—will keep your house 
warm. It will not be found necessary to 
pile on shovelful after shovelful, or continu­
ally rake out ashes.
Our Coal is clean, free from slate, burns 
slowly, gives intense beat, etc. Can you ex­
pect anything better ? Oh I The price, that 
Is all right, too !
Good Coal is cheap at any price, hut ours 
is the cheapest of all.






I t  Is becoming the fashion for a  wo­
man to seek a  m aternity hospital th a t 
her children may be bom  amid conven­
iences lacking a t  home. The children 
are sent away from home to  school. 
They are married away from home, and 
members of the family are taken to 
hospitals for their final Illness and bur­
led from an undertaker’s parlor. I t  is 
becoming a  fashion to  take everything 
from home except the famUy rows. 
They are stlU sacred to  the family 
hearth.—Atchison Globe.
HAVING ASSUMED CHARGE OF THE
Blacksmith and
Paint Departments
I invite all former patrons to continue their 
patronage and earnestly solicit new ones to 
give me a trial.
H O R S E S H O E IN G
By a First-elass Mechanic.
Continued and special attention to New 
Carriage and Wagon Work. 
Repairing in All Its Branches.
R. H Grater, Proprietor.
IV E R Y  A N D
BOARDING STABLES
At Stroud’s Railroad House,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
TEAMS TO HIRE
A t  all hours. Passengers conveyed in hack 
or carriage to  any destination desired.
H O R S E  C L IP P IN G  every weekday.
t3F~ Contracts for moving goods and 
heavy hauling taken.
J® ” Carriages, harness, blankets, etc., 
for sale a t reasonable prices.
HENRY YOST, JR
Fo r  r e n t .Farms and other property. I make 
a specialty of renting and collecting. Have 
some applicants for farms, etc. Prompt 
attention. Lease free. Call on or ad­
dress It. P. BALDWIN,
27dec. Collegeville, Pa.
f f l R B S N
T O M A T O  F O R C IN G .
Training? to a Single Stem and TUree 
Stem Training.
Difficulties are to be m et w ith in to­
mato forcing which do not confront 
the w inter grower of lettuce, radishes 
and other plants which come to perfec­
tion in spring and early summer. The 
tomato loves light and heat, and to 
compel it to  ripen fru it during the 
short, dark days of midwinter, when 
its beautiful red globes are most a t­
tractive and command the highest 
prices, requires the gardener’s most
TOMATOES T R A IN ED  TO SIN G L E  STEM S.
careful attention. Some of the requi­
sites to success and methods used have 
been stated by the Geneva (N. Y.) sta ­
tion, as follows:
The grower m ust have vigorous, 
healthy plants to  w ithstand the artifi­
cial conditions of forcing house life, 
but he must not feed his charges too 
richly or too heavily lest his harvest 
prove “nothing but leaves” until the 
oncoming of Florida grown tomatoes 
makes his ripening crop a profitless 
one. The problem he must solve is to 
check growth sufficiently to cause ear­
ly setting and ripening of fru it w ithout 
lessening the  vigor necessary for a full 
crop.
Various plans are used by growers to 
accomplish these purposes. Some set 
the plants in limited amounts of soil to  
retard  their growth until fru it is set, 
then stim ulate with commercial ferti­
lizers or liquid manure, others limit 
root development by growing the 
plants In pots or small boxes, and oth­
ers check the growth of the main stem 
by leading out tbe  first shoot upon 
each side.
From tests a t  the Btation mentioned 
it has been concluded th a t single stem 
train ing is clearly superior to  three 
stem train ing for w inter forcing of to­
matoes. The fru its on the single stem 
plants are heavier and greater In num­
ber for equal areas, so th a t the total 
yield per square foot of bench surface 
Is decidedly larger. I t  was found also 
th a t the am ount of fru it ripened dur- 
ln g 'th e  first six weeks of fruiting Is 
much -greater for the single stem 
plants, although In many Instances the 
first fru its ripened w ere upon the three 
stem plants.
In  comparing plants grown in pots 
and on benches very slight differences 
were found when the plants were 
trained to single stem, but with the 
three stem system retaining the pots
G ET YOUR Postera Printed »t ike Independent OfiUee.
F IR S T  STAGE O F T H R E E  STEM  TRA IN IN G .
seems to be a  decided disadvantage, as 
shown by the less number of fru its and 
smaller total yield of plants thus check­
ed In growth.
The Lorillard was the variety, used in 
all tests, as th is Is conceded to he one 
of the best sorts for early w inter forc­
ing. The cuts show plants trained to 
single stems and the-first stage of three 
Stem training, together w ith the man­
ner of pruning off part of foliage to 
prevent too vigorous growth.
R O P Y  M IL K  A N D  C R E A M .
I t .  Nature, Moat Common Cause and  
Measure. For Prevention.
Ropy milk or cream Is objectionable 
on account of its unwholesome appear­
ance rather than because of any known 
harm ful effect caused by its consump­
tion. The slimy, viscid condition of 
the  milk Is exceedingly disgusting to 
the consumer, and its occurrence con­
stitutes a serious menace to the success 
of a milk route. This fau lt in milk is 
one of financial rather than of hygienic 
importance.
Much of the abhorrence of ropy milk 
is induced by the m istaken belief th a t 
it is in some way caused by a disease 
of tbe cow’s udder commonly called 
garget. The udder of a cow affected 
w ith garget may contain a  yellowish, 
thick, viscid, pur.ulent liquid, which is 
obviously unwholesome a t the tim e It 
Is draw n from the udder. Unfortu­
nately farm ers frequently speak of 
this unwholesome fluid as “ropy” or 
“stringy” milk. The milk fau lt refer­
red to In a  bulletin by Professor A. R. 
W ard of the Cornell (N. Y.) station Is 
entirely different and bears no relation 
to  the health of the cow.
The kind of ropiness occurring in 
milk from a healthy udder appears on­
ly afte r the milk has been draw n from 
the cow a t  least twelve hours. Profess­
or W ard arrives a t  the following con­
clusions in regard to it:
Ropy milk contains bacteria th a t are 
responsible for its viscid condition. 
These bacteria live naturally in water. 
Measures for tbe prevention of the 
trouble m ust be directed tow ard pre­
venting the bacteria from getting into 
milk. Following are some of the more 
im portant measures th a t should be 
taken to stop the trouble and to  pre­
vent its recurrence.
A fter milking a t night the milk pails 
and strainer cloth should be washed 
and scalded before using in the morn­
ing, or a second set thoroughly clean 
and scalded should be used in tbe  
morning. The practice of merely rins­
ing palls and strainers In cold w ater a t 
the barn a t  night offers an opportunity 
for the introduction of the bacteria 
Into milk directly from the water.
I f  the cows wade in mud and smear 
the udders with d irt and filth, put a 
stop to it. By this means many objec­
tionable bacteria get into milk by fall­
ing Into the milk pall.
The floors of all rooms where ropy 
milk has been kept should be disinfect­
ed w ith a mixture of five parts of
crude sulphuric acid to ninety-five 
parts of water.
All milk utensils should be scalded 
most thoroughly daily. Never let cold 
w ater come In contact w ith utensils 
unless they are scalded before using 
for milk again.
Exercise the greatest care to  prevent 
even a drop of w ater from the cooling 
tank  getting into the milk. T hat oc­
currence Is probably the most common 
cause of trouble from ropy milk. I f  
w ater m ust spatter about, the  cans 
standing In ice w ater should be cov­
ered.
Utensils afte r w ashing and scalding 
should stand upside down to prevent 
the accumulation of dust on the inside.
C e le r y  S to r a g e .
Observation and experience lead the 
Rhode Island station to the belief th a t 
the best w inter celery Is th a t which 
is protected by covering it  w ith earth 
and forest leaves In the field-where It
A FO RM  O F  STORAGE TRENCH  FO R  CELERY .
Is grown w ithout disturbing th e  roots 
until It Is wanted for use. French stor­
age is much used. A form of it which 
has given good results in Arkansas is 
shown In the cut.
A Hint on Oornhnaklng.
Use a  horse to pull over your com 
shocks. Take a rope about eighteen 
feet long, attach one end to  the single­
tree, carry the other end around the 
shock and fasten to singletree also. See 
th a t the rope is around the shock about 
tw enty inches from the ground. A 
slight pull of the horse will bring over 
the shock. W ith a boy to lead the 
horse and a  handy hitch to  the rope 
you can average a shock a minute and 
have it  In much better shape for husk­
ing than when torn down by band. 
You can in this way pull over a  day’s 
husking while the dew is on, and the 
fodder will be damper for husking 
than if left standing till wanted. I t 
will be another advantage to you if 
you are careful to pull over your 
shocks so th a t you can face the wind 
while busking, letting the wind blow 
the fodder to you and not away, says 
an Ohio Farm er writer.
Cut green bone has given' better re­
sults In egg production a t  the West 






Under its new management 
would announce to the 
public
THAT PRICES
Have been GREATLY 
REDUCED in all machine 
work and supplies, and 
that
EVERY EFFORT
Will be put forth to give 
our patrons the best possi­
ble service on a SMALL 
MARGIN of PROFIT.
SPECIAL ATTENTION
Given to orders for all 
kinds of plumbing and 
pipe fitting. Promptness, 
first - class material and 
workmanship guaranteed.
PUM PS AND  
W INDM ILLS
Furnished and Repaired 
Get our prices before mak­
ing your selections.
All kinds of ma­
chinery repaired.
EVERY ORDER
Large or small, will be 
fully appreciated and must 
he filled to the entire 
satisfaction of the cus­
tomer.
THE ROBERTS MACHINE 
COMPANY,
The Norristown T i l l  Trust and Safe Deposit Co,-Capital i $200,000
Main and DeKalb Sls„ Morristown, Pa,
MONTGOMERY KVAKS, President.
F. 6« HOBSON, Treasurer and Trust Officer.
PAYS 3 PER GENT. Interest on Time Deposits. PAYS 2 PER CENT. Interest on Actlv« 
Accounts. Acts as Executor, Trustee, Guardian, Assignee, Committee, Receiver, Agent, and in 
all trust capacities. Becomes Surety for those acting in fiduciary relations. Insures Titles toRea] 
Estate and mortgages. Insures certified general searches. Rents Boxes In burglar proof vaults 
Send for book with lull explanations.
5-2 .
PATENTS
< promptly procured, OB NO FEE. Send model, sketch, \  
2 or photo for free report on patentability. Book *-‘How V2 
/  to  Obtain U. S. and Foreign Patents and Trade-Marks, ’ ’S’ 
J FREE. Fairest term s ever offered to inventors.U 
) PATENT LAWYERS OF 26 YEARS* PRACTICE.(
.  20,000 PATENTS PROCURED THROUGH TH EM . _
1 All business confidential. Sound advice. Faithful 
) service. Moderate oharges.
>WS*Q. A . S N O W  &  CO.i
P A TE N T LAW YERS,
{ 0pp. U. S. Patent Office, WASHINGTON, D. C.)
A  V ery Im portant M atter ■
For Farmers to know is where to get tbe BEST CROPPING 
done aDd where to get a full line of the BEST FEED, such as Wheat 
Bran, Corn Bran, No. 1 Sugar Feed, Linseed Meal, Oats, Cracked Corn 
Oats Feed for plenty milk, etc., etc., at the lowest Cash prices.
You will find it at
Clamer’s C ollegeville Grist M ills,
Lately remodeled and put in fine shape for business. Come and inspect. 
We will be glad to see you, and supply your WANTS at short notice. 
Respectfully,
F. J. OLAMER.
EMIL KL A.USFELDER, Manager.
C o l l e g e v il l e , P a .
^  ENTERPRISE TO
M arble G ranite W  orks.
ROYERSFORD, PA. B. H. BREIHOF, Proprietor.
(Formerly H. E. Brrndt.)
Monuments and .Headstones. Ornamental Railings.
To enumerate all the different classes of work I handle would reqnlre too 
much space ; let it be sufficient to REMIND YOU that your orders for ANY 
THING in the MONUMENT LINE from a MARKER to the LARGEST VAULT 
or MAUSOLEUM will receive the most careful and Intelligent consideration. 
PRICES QUOTED ON ANY KIND OF WORK.
THE 0LDSTAND
Established - - 1875.
Choice Breed
AND
C a k e s
IN VARIETY.
Full ass&tment of Cakes and Confection­
ery always on hand. Ice Cream and Water 





T a k e  N o t i c e  I
THE ONLY GENUINE
CEREALINE
a ®  f e e d  a ®
CAN BE HAD OF
A. E. HOOD,
O A K S ,  PA.
Dealer In the Best Grades e f  
Uehlgh and Schuylkill
- C O A L -
AT BOTTOM PRICES.
FLOUR and FEED, GRAIN, FERTILIZ­
ERS, LIME, FIELD SEED, &c.
We might write a book on the
E V O L U T IO N
Of the SEWING MACHINE, beginning with 
the first crude inve tion of Elias Howe, 
more than a half century ago, and extend­
ing up to the present production of the 
WHEELER & WILSON M’F’G. CO.
THE NEW AUTOMATIC
BALL BEARING,
3ST O . e .
There would be nine interesting chapters, 
regarding the advancement and improvement 
in the FAMILY SEWlNG MACHINE.
Through all these changes from the No. 1 
and No. 2 (which now seem so awkward 
with the work running sidewise) we have 
maintained the ORIGINAL PRINCIPLE,
The Rotary Motion,
(NO SHUTTLE) and with tbe addition of 
the BALL BEARINGS have now the most 
perfect and fastest running machine in the 
world.
Up-to-date styles of cabinet work.
We frequently have customers tell us they 
have used one of our SEWING MACHINES 
for 25 or 30 years. What better recommend !
Wieel6r & Wilson Mannfactnrintt Co.
1312 C H E STN U T STR E E T,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Opposite Wanamaker’s.
For Sale liyG. W . YOST,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
W m . G. H A R T H ’S
BAKERY





Baked by the Proprietor 
himself,
Who has had years of experience in bak­
eries of first grade. All kinds of plain and 
fancy cakes on hand or supplied on special 
orders.
ICE CREAM and WATER ICES in sea­
son.
Every effort will be made to please 
customers. Patronage solicited. no29
CALL AND SEE
■  THE H 0M E H
til
IT IS A NEW PLAN FOR LAYING BY
:  :
IN SMALL SUMS.
toI f  you have anything 
te ll, advertise it in the Independent.
THE ALBERTSON
Trust and Safe Deposit Co.,
Cor. Main and Swede Sts.,
N O R R I S T O W N ,  P A .
Pays Interest on Deposits.
BWS* Furniture
Fresh From the Factories, now 
on Exhibition at the
CO LLEG EVILLE
Furniture W arerooms!
We are now prepared to offer 
our customers goods at prices 
never before heard ofi
Our line of Chamber Suits, at prices rang­
ing from $12 to $50, are the best in the 
market, and are well worth inspection.
Parlor Suits in Hair Cloth, Brocatelle and 
Silk Tapestry, from $15 to $50, are hard to 
be equalled.
Sideboards, from $8.50 to $30, in Solid 
Oak, fancy tops and plate glasses, are the 
finest.
Dining Room Chairs, Fancy Rockers, 
Lounges, Coucher, Hall Racks and Fancy 
Book Cases, that cannot fail to attract your 
attention, both in quality and price.
We carry a full line of Rugs, Carpet 
Sweepers, Toilet Sets, Fancy Lamps, Dinner 
and Tea Sets.
Bed Springs, Mattresses, Pillows, Bolsters, 
Feathers, and Bedding of all kinds.
Our line of Carpets is complete. Best 
Inrgaln at 50 cents ; good at 40 cents ; fair 
at 32 cents.
Picture Frames made to order.
Window Shades of all kinds. We are sell­
ing a good Spring Roller Shade at 25 cents.
Make your selections early, WVile stock ls- 
complete.
Repairing and upholstering attended to« 
promptly. All goods delivered free.
■  FURNISHING gi
Undertaker ?■ Embalmer
Orders entrusted to my charge will receive 
the most careful and painstaking attentioi
J o h n  L . B e c h t e l ,
C O L L E G E V IL L E , PA.
’P f o n b  No. 18.
N<O B B IS T O W N  H F .B A U D  B O O K  B IX D E B Y . Binding, Job Ruling,
Perforating, Paging, Numbering, Blank 
Books for Banks and Business Houses, given 
special attention. Magazines hound and and 
repairing done quleklv and cheaply. Estt 
mates cheerfully furnished. Address,
MORGAN B. WILLS, Proprietor-
